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Does it look at it as a remedy for slavery, or as |! of Rio Janeiro, or other ports of Brazil, to the | that the squadrons on that coast have done some- 
something which is to sustain it, extend it, per- || coast of Africa. It is carried there, and upon en- | thing, but not enough, as I said the other day, to 
uate it, and render it more safe, and propert tering into the African port the sale is consum- | justify the great expense of money and the sacri- 
in slaves more valuable! For it is a fact capable || mated by the delivery of the vessel to the pur- | fice of life which takes place in keeping them up. 
of demonstration that the colonizing of Africa with || chaser, the purchase having been previously made | But [ believe that if the measure sought to be in- 
free blacks has been presented to the country in || in the Brazils. When the sale is consummated, | vestigated and inquired into by this resolution— 
both these aspects. ey, || the crew is changed, a different flag is hoisted, and | that of withholding sea-letters from American ves- 

The agents of the Colonization Society, when || a Brazilian, or Portuguese, or some other foreign | sels clearing from the ports of Brazil for the west- 
they come North, are as pious and meek a set of || commander put in possession of the ship. The | ern coast of Africa—be adopted, it will repress to 
persons as you ever saw, and constantly hold out || seamen are discharged, and are left to perish on the | a very great extent that portion of the slave trade 
colonization as the great remedy for slavery. || coast of Africa, or compelled to take a part in | which has been carried on between the Brazils and 
They say to the people, ** patronize this institu- || navigating the slave ship Hack to the coast of Bra- || Africa. 
tion, and you are giving the most effective aid you || zil. All this is done, and these agents, all of them, Sir, the honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
can possibly give to the emancipation of slaves and || unite in representing that there is no commerce || has chosen to pick up a newspaper of this morn- 
the jesraghin of slavery.’’ I have read addresses || whatever between the Brazils and Africa requiring | ing, in which is contained an article said to be 
delivered by the ao of this same society in the || American vessels to sail from the Brazils to the || signed by many members of Congress, whose ob- 
other end of the Union, in which colonization is || coast of Africa—none whatever. The sole, exclu- || ject is to prevent the renewal of the agitation of 
held up as the great conservative element of sla- || sive, and entire object of the vessel is the prosecu- | the subject of slavery. I avow myself as one of 
very—as something that it is to free them from || tion of the slave trade. They therefore recom- || the signers of that article, and I will act upon it, 
their free blacks, whom they regard as a nuisance, || mend that sea-letters shall be no longer granted to | whenever, within the sphere of my duty, it be- 
and in that way render efficient service to the cause || Ameri¢an vessels clearing out from the ports of | comes necessary for me to decide whether 1 will 
of slavery. Brazil to the coast of Africa. That will puta stop || act upon it or not. 

If the Government is to move in this matter at || to the abuse of our flag. It cannot be used for || Mr. FOOTE. Lam very unexpectedly called 
this time, when agitation is so dangerous and de- || that purpose. None of the flags of other nations | to my feet this morning by one or two remarks 
nunciation so heavy, I want to know which kind || can be used for that purpose, because, in regard to | which have just fallen from the honorable Senator 
of colonization we are to have. Is it to be that || most of them, the right of search has been secured || from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare.) Not being 


kind which will be favorable to emancipation, or || to the British. by any means in a mood for agitation, and having 
that which will be the great conservative element || These are some of the objects of inquiry which | very little relish for that which is called by this 
of slavery? | are proposed to be made by this resolution. There || terrific name—that is to say, for that delectable 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair must remind 


are others, such as making it penal for the owner || exercitation which constitutes the favorite oecupa- 
the Senator that the subject of colonization is not || of an American vessel to sell it for the purpose of | tion of the gentleman to whom I am responding — 
under consideration. | prosecuting the slave trade. All these are, how- | | shall certainly, on the present occasion, endeavor 

Mr. HALE. [ask pardon of the Chair; I did || ever, mere objects of inquiry; and upon this reso- || to be as quiet in my manner, and as inoffensive in 
not mean to be out of order. I supposed it was || lution of inquiry, founded upon authentic docu- | my phraseology, as itis possible tobe. Certainly, 
connected with the subject of the suppression of |} ments pouring upon us for years past, the honor- || as one of those professedly codéperating in the sup- 
the African slave trade. Certainly, colonization || able Senator from New Hampshire has chosen to || pression of agitation, I shall not take upon myself 
was one of the means which was suggested the || take the occasion for the delivery of the speech || to play the part of agilator. Notwithstanding the 
other day to suppress this trade. But [ leave the || which we have heard him pronounce this morn- || high personal respect which [ entertain for the ven- 
subject, and have nothing more to say. ing, and to intimate that this furnishes an occasion || erable Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] it is 

Mr. CLAY. I will thank the Secretary to read || for the continuance, the renewal of that unhappy || certain that I should have felt it to be my duty to 
the resolution. agitation which we have witnessed throughout the || remonstrate against the introduction of his resolu- 


The resolution was accordingly read, as fol- || country. \| tion, now under consideration, had I taken the 
lows: j | Why, Mr. President, we all know, and I sup- || view of it which has been taken by the Senator 
? Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- \| pose none better than the Senator from New || from New Hampshire—that is to say, had I re- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making more effectual Tesenahires that slavery is of two descriptions— || garded it as calculated or intended to bring about 


prevision by law to prevent the employment of American || the domestic, and foreign or African slavery, the || the renewal of that agitation on the subject of sla- 
vessels and American seamen in the African slave trade, | . . 


and especially as to the expediency of granting sea-letters | slave trade. Now, with respect to the first, it || very which has been so destructive of public con- 
or other evidences of national character to American ves- || Stands upon totally different ground. That, and || cord, and so deeply injurious to the best and most 
sels clearing out of the ports of the empire of Brazil for the || that alone, has been the cause of the agitation. || solid interests of the country. But I have not 
western coast of Africa. With respect to the foreign or African slave trade, || looked upon it as either designed to renew con- 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, the perusal of that || I have heard of nobody anywhere, no matter to || troversial strife—now, | trust, forever at an end 
resolution is the best answer that I can give to the || what arty he might belong—unless the Senator | —or as of a nature to revive it, even by incidental 
speech which has just been made by the Senator || from New Hampshire chooses to take that posi- || operation. Indeed, I feel bound to say that I re- 
from New Hampshire, and in the delivery of which || tion—I have heard of nobody of any party who || garded it as nota little unparliamentary for the 
I really cannot comprehend any purpose, unless it || was not in favor of the suppression of the African || Senator from New Hampshire to introduce the 
be for display. The resolution is known to the || slave trade. And yet the Denese supposes that | newspaper extracts which he has brought to our 
Senate to be founded upon a public document, |} we cannot act upon this uncontroverted subject, | notice this morning at all; nor can I yet see any 
communicated to this body at its own request, in || about which there is a unanimous opinion, with- || connection between them and the resolution of the 
relation to the prosecution of the slave trade from || out leading to all the agitation and discussion of | Senator from Kentucky. . 
the coast of Brazil to Africa. All our public || the controverted questions which grow out of the The PRESIDENT. It was altogether irrele- 
agents in that country for years past—Mr. Wise, | institution of domestic slavery. I think the Presi- || vant 
the successor of Mr. Proffit and Mr. Tod, and || dent of the Senate very properly interposed to|; Mr. FOOTE. I hope, however, that the Sen- 
the consular agents—have all made representations || suppress the remarks which were being made by || ate will bear with me, as it has been introduced, 
to this Government as to the extent to which that || the honorable Senator from New Hampshire re- || so far as to allow me to relieve myself of that 
trade is carried on in American vessels, and occa- specting the Colonization Society. That society | burden of acrimonious censure to which I might 
sionally by American seamen. They have all || lam ready to vindicate here or anywhere, when || be subjected, did | offer no explanation of that 
recommended some more stringent measuresin or- || it is in order to do so. I stated incidentally the || movement which has been so specially referred to, 
der to put a stop to it; and the object of this reso- || other day, and I repeat, that, so far as the coast || and in which | acknowledge myself to have been 
lution is to inquire into the expediency of adopting || of Africa has been occupied by the American Col- || no unwilling participant. It would appear, sir, 
these more stringent measures. One of them, || onization Society, which is to the extent of three || from what has been read in our hearing, that there 
which they have all united in recommending, is | hundred and fifty miles, there is a complete and || are, among the several hundred gentlemen who 

| 
| 





this. I stated upon a former occasion the mode || absolute suppression of the slave trade on that por- || constitute the two Houses of Congress, a goodly 
in which the American vessels are employed. || tion of the coast. The Senator thinks we cannot | number of patriotic and peace-loving persons, be- 
They are built, perhaps, in the first instance, in suppress that trade by means of colonization, that || longing to either of the two great national parties 
the United States, with reference to the slave trade; || it is impossible to do it. Why, if the whole of || of the country, who, without deeming it either 
they are carried to the Brazils; there contracts of || the western coast of Africa were colonized, if the necessary or expedient to unite themselves for the 
sale are made, and the vessels are delivered in || entire margin of that coast was colonized, we | regular formation of a new political party, do, 
some port in Africa or its western border. The || should hold the door to Africa, and no slave could || notwithstanding, concur in the opinion that the 
vessel sails from the Brazils under the American || get out to be carried to Brazil or any other coun- || agitation which has heretofore taken place in the 
flag, with an American commander and an Ameri- try except by forcing their way through that co- || country upon the distracting subject of slavery 
can crew, and laden with provisions and imple- || lonial door, through which they would never be || ought now to cease—who agree in believing that 
ments for the prosecution of this foreign slave permitted to pass. But in saying this, and believ- || the feelings of unkindness which were called into 
trade. Well, sir, our flag protects them duri ing as I do that colonization 1s the most effectual | action by demagogues and factionists some months 
their outward passage. Our flag does not permit || method of suppressing the African slave trade, I | since ought now to be succeeded by sentiments of 
the vessel to be examined or searched by any for- || do not mean to say that there are no other modes | true fraternity and friendship between the different 
eign Power. It is therefore with perfect safety || by which, to a certain, to a beneficial extent, there | sections of the Union—in order that those great 
they are enabled to carry the vessel from the port || might not be some suppression of it. I believe || concerns which appertain to our happiness and 
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our honor as a nation may be calmly supervised || might be able to do so, to all desirous of attaining | 


antl wisely administered—that the incomparable 
institutions of our fathers ey be reéstablished 
upon foundations as imperishabl 

those illustrious men to whose wisdom, under 
Heaven, they owe their origin—and that our on- 
ward career as 4 yerous and powerful people 
remain unchecked and unretarded by the insidious 
movements of men who, in all the capacities for 


public mischief which have yet attracted the atten- | 


tion of mankind, have never been either equalled 
or surpassed in any age or nation whatever. 
Such, sir, | understand to be the real scope and 
bearing of that document which has been just read 
to us, with such an appearance of earnest gravity, 
by the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. 
This manifesto (for so it may be called) does cer- 
tainly most clearly intimate the opinion that there 
18 a body of men, or class of politicians, in this 
country—some few of whom are, perchance, to 
be found in the Halls of Congress—who aim to 
obteia advancement, and to seat themselves in 
high »'.ces of civic trust, by making themselves 
particularly conspicuous in keeping alive the feel- 
ings of discontent and discord heretofore unhap- 
pily prevalent, by fanning into flame the dying 
embers of sectional strife, and by reviving oes 
scenes of sectional warfare which had at one time 
almost brought this great Republic itself to a wo- 
ful and bloody termination. I confess that it is 
even hinted in the paper which has been so se- 
verely criticized, that certain personages have been 
known to figure largely upon the political arena 
among us of this dangerous stamp—some of whom 
have even had the presumption to aspire to Presi- 
dential honors, om who hoped to reach the high- 
est official station in Christendom by such arts as 
cannot be mentioned even in their own hearing 
without discomposing their feelings of self-com- 
placency, and tinging their cheeks with the blush 
of shame. Nobody knows better than the hon- 
orable Senator from New Hampshire, | imagine, 
that there have been such men, and that there may 
be one or two such yet surviving. [Here Mr. F. 
pointed in the direction of Mr. Haxe.] 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will be under 
the necessity of interrupting the Senator. 

Mr. FOOTE. Lam making no such direct per- 
sonal allusion, I think, as could be justly com- 
plained of. I assert a fact, which none will deny, 
that there are some men to be found, either North 
or South, East or West, who have shown them- 
selves avilling to secure the gratification of a selfish 
ambition, by disturbing the quiet of the country, 
and by diffusing the fell spirit of discord among 
those who should delight to dwell together in 
unity and good fellowship. The existence of this 
public fact, as part of the history of the Republic, 
is neither to be doubted nor denied; and therefore 
has it become necessary that some such combina- 
tion) of moral energies as that delineated in the 
manifesto which has been so sneeringly reviewed 
vy the honorable Senator from New Hampshire, 
should be provided, (apart from all existing party 
organization,) in order to rescue the nation itself 
from the dangers which are so obviously menaced. 
We whose names are to be found attached to this 
paper have agreed, as far as in us lies, to com- 
mingle our exertions for the suppression of agita- 
tion and the overthrow of faction. Believing that 
the people of this country are entitled to repose, 
after so protracted a season of turmoil and con- 
troversy, we have agreed to do what we can to 
still agitation and terminate sectional strife. Be- 
lieving that we could, by united efforts, do some 
good in the counteraction of existing evils, we 


have not hesitated, however differing, and expect- | 


ing hereafter to differ, upon other questions which 
have formerly divided parties, to enter into a spe- 
cial and formal compact with each other to coép- 
erate, actively and zealously, for the overthrow of 
those whom we recognize as our common enemy. 
Knowing that the desire of political advancement 
was the chief motive which instigated the conduct 


of certain individuals who have heretofore sought | 


and who are yet seeking to embroil the country, 


we have resolved to let these personages under- | 
stand at once, and most clearly, that new and se- | 
rious obstacles were about to be thrown in the | 


way of their lawless and unscrupulous ambition, 
which even higher moral and intellectual faculties 
than they possess would find it a little difficult to 


surmount. We determined to adapt the remedy | 


to the disease, and to give assurance, as far as we 


e as the fame of |! 
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} 
the high place of power, that the shortest road to 


performance of all the duties of good eee 
Accordingly, sir, we did draw up and subscribe 
the paper in question. Many have signed it, and 
many more, with the same pure and upright in- 
tentions, will sign it hereafter. No one is urged 


| to take part in the pores movement; no one is 


| Name. 


censured or complained of for withholding his 
We know that many concur in every 


| sentiment stated in this paper who prefer some 


| other mode of declaring their views. 


| fully complained of. 


We are 
aware that the peculiar position of some may be 
such as to make it, in hele judgments, politic to 
take no active part in this proceeding at all, how- 
ever much they may sanction it and desire its 
success. We aim at no personal aggrandizement; 


| we ae no coercion; we practice not the arts 


of intimidation—at least in any sense to be right- 
Weare not willing ourselves 
to vote for any man for any office, high or low, 
who may attempt to agitate hereafter upon the 
subject of slavery, or who may strive to break up 
the happy settlement recently effected; and we 
have deemed it judicious so to declare, in a public 
and solemn manner, and in language not to be 
misunderstood. This is no ‘‘ ostracism,”’ as it has 
been called by the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, but the simple and unobtrusive exer- 


| station would be hereafter found to be the faithful i 


| 


_as time and experience ma 





which, it must be confessed, have become of late 
somewhat less pure, a little less united, and great} 

less efficient for high patriotic purposes than they 
were formerly supposed to be. Let not the gross 
slander be again reiterated, that we wish to subject 
to reprobation those members of Congress who 
chanced not to vote for the plan of adjustment las: 
Summer. The whole subject was then a proper 
one for free discussion and prolonged consultation 

But now the various questions involved in it hay. 
been decided, adjusted, and, I trust, definitively 
settled. The language which we have used in oy; 
manifesto neither approves nor disapproves the 
conduct of a single member of Congress who voted 
either in support of or in opposition to those acts 
which constitute this plan of settlement. W, 
have simply presumed to declare ous *“ intention 
to maintain the said settlement inviolate, and to 
resist all attempts to repeal or alter the acts afore. 
said, unless by the general consent of the friends 
of the measure, and to remedy such evils (if any) 
develop;”’ and we 


| have announced, in conformity with this declara- 
| tion, our determination not to support for certain 


offices ** any man, of whatever party, who is not 
known to be opposed to the disturbance of the 
settlement aforesaid, and to the renewal, in any 


| form, of agitation upon the subject of slavery,” 
| We have not said that we should refuse our sup- 


cise of our rights as citizens of this free Republic. | 


We feel ourselves bound to wield all the influence | 


| which we possess, and in the mode best calculated | 


to prove efficient, for the suppression of the great- 
est domestic evil which has arisen In our times. 
The PRESIDENT The Senator is certainly 


| not in order. 


| to allow me the privilege of explanation upon a 
subject more or less implicating my public charac- 


| the necessity of enforcing the rules. 


Mr. FOOTE. I have appealed to the Senate 


ter,and I shall probably only speak a few minutes 
longer. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will be under 


Mr. FOOTE. I wish the Chair had enforced 
the rules when the Senator from New Hampshire 
read so much in extenso from the newspaper intro- 
duced by him. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair could not tell, 
until after the remarks which followed, what ap- || 


| plication was intended to be made of the paper to 


the subject before the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I supposed that the Chair might 
have read this newspaper article in print, and, per- 
haps also the matter contained therein in manu- 
script, even before the Senator commenced read- 
ing it in our hearing this morning; and that, thus 


| knowing its contents, he must have regarded its in- 


| reading. 


troduction as strictly parliamentary; else the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, it would seem, might 
have been at least checked in the progress of his 
At any rate, I hope it will not be regard- 
ed as altogether improper in me to read once more 
what has thus been already brought to the no- 
tice of honorable Senators. Sir, I will premise by 


| saying that there is not a word of the whole docu- 
| ment to which I do not heartily subscribe, and to 





which the people of this country will not prompt- 
ly respond, in a manner, too, somewhat calculated, 
I fancy, to surprise those gentlemen, if there be | 
any such, who have deemed it prudent to with- 
hold their signatures from it at present: 


‘The undersigned members of the Thirty-first Congress 
of the United States—believing that a renewal of sectional 
controversy upon the subject of slavery would be both dan- 
gerous to the Union and destructive of its objects, and see- 
ing no mode by which such controversy can be avoided, 
except by a strict adherence to THE SETTLEMENT thereof 
effected by the compromise acts passed at the last session 
of Congress—do hereby declare their intention to maintain 
the said settlement inviolate, and to resist all attempts to 
repeal or alter the acts aforesaid, unless by the general con- | 
sent of the friends of the measures, and to remedy such | 
evils (if any) as time and experience may develop. 

*¢ And for the purpose of making this resolution effective, 
they further declare that they will not support for the office 
of President, or of Vice President, or of Senator, or of Rep- 
resentative in Congress, or as a member of « State Legisla- 
ture, any man, of whatever party, who is not known to be 
opposed to the disturbance of THE SETTLEMENT aforesaid, | 
and to the renewal, in any form, of agitation upon the sub- 


ject of slavery.” 

Sir, let no man charge us, after the explanations 
which have been made, with any attempt to dictate 
or coerce any portion of our fellow-citizens. Let 
no one accuse us of attempting to build up a | 
new national party at the expense of the two great | 
national parties already existing; but both of || 








| pens to have a very close connection, in 
| the manifesto which has called forth such indig- 


port to those who did not approve the settlement 
in its inception, but to those who are at present in 
favor of disturbing it, and of reviving those scenes 
of strife from which every true patriot must desire 
the country to be permanently relieved. 

Now, sir, by way of further explanation of the 
objects of those who have entered into this agree- 
ment, I beg leave to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to a portion of another article, in the newspa- 


|| per already referred to, (which is the Union of 


this city.) In the leading editorial article of this 
morning the venerable editor of that excellent jour- 
nal takes occasion to defend a circular letter which 
has just emanated from certain gentlemen in the 
city of New York, who constitute a correspond- 


|ing committee appointed by the Union Safety 


Committee, whose patriotic services have been so 
warmly applauded of late throughout the Re- 
public. hese gentlemen of the committee, it 
would seem, had been most fiercely attacked by a 
rabid disunion print, published 1n this city, the 
name of which I do not choose, for certain reasons, 
to mention in this illustrious body. I will read the 
circular thus assailed, and thus defended, as it hap- 

deed, with 


nant ne from the lips of the Senator from 
New Hampshire. Here it is: 


New York, December 2, 1850. 
Dear Srr: Another epoch in the history of our country 


| invokes the attention of every patriot. In the brief but 


eventful record which makes up our annals must another 
page be written, conveying to posterity the knowledge that 
secession and resistance to the laws are boldly proclaimed. 
All men who advocate fealty to the Constitution and obedi- 
ence to the laws, cannot but view with pain and mortifica- 
tion the contempt with which both are regarded by a por- 
tion of the American people. A prompt and effectual re- 
sistance must be made to these heresies by all who would 
protect the Constitution and preserve unsullied the majesty 
of the law. The crisis will not admit of delay. Each mo- 
ment fhe fatal doctrine of nullification gains additional 
strength, and, if not speedily condenmed, will acquire suf- 
ficient power to overcome the resistance which is made to 
its career by wisdom and patriotism. 

It is unnecessary to specify the aggressions which have 
been committed upon the constitutional rights of the South 
by the northern fanaticism. They have been deeply re- 
gretted by a large body of our citizens, while they are made 
an excuse for advocating secession in the southern States. 
Each demonstration made by the Abolitionists against the 
supremacy of the law is the signal for renewed assaults upon 
the Union party of the slaveholding States. The abolition- 
ists following the example thus set them, make the intem- 
perate language of their southern allies the pretezt for an- 
other onslaught upon the conservatives of the North. 

Unscrupulous candidates for office have vastly increased 
the nullification and abolition excitement, by yielding to its 
demands for the purpose of obtaining votes. The most ef- 
fectual method of arresting the evil is to teach all aspirants 
for political honors that they will lose more Union votes 
than they will gain from the disorganizers. 

To correct and develop public opinion, arrest the fell 
spirit of nullification, and reéstablish that fraternal love 
which once prevailed throughout the Confederacy, was the 
design of those patriotic men who assembled at the Union 
meetings which have been recently held atthe North. Here 
the demonstration should not be confined. The invocation 
in behalf of the Union should ascend from every city and 
hamlet in the land. ‘The moral power which always flows 
from these patriotic demonstrations is already indicated in 
the more healthy tone of public sentiment in the city of New 
York. 

The undersigned have been appointed a corresponding 
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eommittee by the Union Safety Committee of the city of 
new York. Itis our pleasant duty to open a correspond- 
ence with prominent men throughout the Confederacy. 
Great results can alone be accomplished by large bodies of 
men acting in concert. 

We «hall be happy to learn from you at an early day that 
the inhabitants of your section ofthe Union have established 
iTmon Safety Committees, and proclainred as their motto 
fealty to the Constitution and obedience to the laws. 

We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

GEORGE WOOD, L. B. CHASE, 
HIRAM KETCHUM, J.T. BRADY, 
GEO. B. BUTLER, A. G. BENSON, 
GEORGE DOUGLASS, Committee. 

All of us know the history of this Safety Com- 
mittee of New York, and there are but few pres- 
ent who do not duly appreciate the extraordinary 
personal merits of those who compose it. Some 
of us have had an opportunity of coéperating with 
the members of this committee publicly, in their 
noble efforts to vindicate the supremacy of the 
law, and to secure a return of the public quiet. 
The circular which they have issued is in striking 
unison with the movement in progress here, and 
which has been so much denounced upon this oc- 
casion; and I am happy to have it in my power 
at present, as a member of this body, to declare 
the same views upon this important subject which, 
two months since, | was not ashamed to avow in 
the hearing of the members of that committee, 
and whilst addressing one of the largest and most 

atriotic assemblages which it has ever been my 
,onor to behold. 

And now, sir, having vindicated, as I trust suc- 
cessfully, those who united with me in subscrib- 
ing this much-censured manifesto from the asper- 
sions so unjustly cast upon us by the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire, I will conclude by 
saying: Let those who desire to foment disorder 
persevere, if they choose, in their course of ini- 
quity; but “*as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord’’—the Lord of order, of social con- 
cord, and of brotherly love. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will take oc- 
casion to say to the Senate that he will put a stop 
to any further discussion not relevant to the ques- 
ion. 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish the Chair had interposed 
earlier, and saved the necessity of my vindicating 
myself. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is under 
consideration, and not the subject-matter of any 
address or newspaper article; and the Chair will 
be under the necessity of confining the Senator 
from New Hampshire strictly to the resolution. 
The course of remark commenced by the Senator 
from New Hampshire was hardly relevant, and 
the Senator from Mississippi“has pursued it until 
the debate has become altogether out of order. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, I am used to be held 
pretty strictly up to the rules, so that it will be 
nothing new to me. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will remind 
the Senator that, according to the strict rules, he 
would have-been obliged to stop the reading in the 
first instance. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; I understood the Chair 
to intimate that he did not know what application 
the Senator would make of it, and that was the 
reason Why he did not stop the reading. But I 
suppose, as there has been a personal allusion 
made to myself, I may be at liberty at least to an- 
swer that. The honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi, in the few remarks ‘he has made to the Sen- 
ate—and I do not speak in a figurative sense, for 
they were few—not only made ‘a remark, but a 
most significant gesture with his forefinger over 
this way—which the Chair could not take notice 
of officially—when he s 
that hopes to obtain political eminence by agita- 
tion. ‘The honorable Senator went on to say that 
now—he spoke in the present tense, sir, and said 
nothing about the past—now he was decidedly op- 

osed to anything of the sort; but he was for 

olding strictly to this new platform—I suppose it 
might be called the * Public Curiosity Platform,” 
or something of that sort—which is promulged in 
the paper this morning. I will not say a word 
about that, because it*will be out of order. 

I remember to have heard something said of this 
ambitious man who hoped to ride into office by 
this sectional agitation; and although there was 
no personal allusion in the words used, yet they 





slanted off, as much as the forefinger could do it, 


in the direction of my seat; and I hope, therefore, 
to be permitted to say that I have heard, and I 


TH 


oke of certain gentlemen | 


| 
| deem it my duty as an humble member of the Sen- 
| ate to bring it to the attention of the Senate, that 
there were one or two ambitious men—sectional 
| men—that is, men who came from a certain sec- 
| tion of the country, but men of large hearts, and 
| many words some of them—and that there was a 
meeting in one of the basement stories of this 
Capitol, since this Congress has had an exist- 
ence—— 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will be under 
the necessity of interposing. The Senator is 
| aware that this is not the subject-matter under con- 
| sideration. If the Chair permits a discussion 
; upon all matters not before the body, where is 
| the discussion to end? : 
| Mr. HALE. Well, sir, I was going to give a 
| little history; but as repentance has come over the 
| Senator, I will not call it up. Let it co. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not pro- 
| pose to go into this subject at any great length; 
but I will make a remark or two, inasmuch as I 
have thought something of the kind was demand- 
ed, and have myself thought of bringing the atten- 
| tion of the Senate to this indentical point. We 
| made a law a few years ago, perhaps some eight 
or ten years since, by which we very much en- 
larged the pewers of our consuls resident in for- 
eion countries, with a view to give them discretion- 
ary power in all cases where they saw a_ vessel 
making preparations for the slave trade. The law 
provided that these consuls should be vested with 
discretionary power to withhold the clearance of 
| such a vessel from a foreign port. But it was 
supposed, after much conference, by our consul 
at Havana, (Mr. Trist,) a gentleman of consider- 
| able intelligence, and one who has become some- 
| what distinguished as the author of our treaty 
with Mexico, that the various guards and protec- 
tions embraced in that law would prove sufficient 

to suppress the evil. 

The frauds which have been perpetrated in vio- 
lation of the existing laws of the United States 
grew up in this way, as the most clear and ex- 
| plicit evidence before Congress has shown. A 
| vessel was built in the United States, and she took, 
as she had a right to do, a register, and then 
sailed for a foreign port. We will suppose she 
sailed for Brazil or Havana. When she arrived 
there she was sold to a foreign purchaser; but by 
| the contract of sale there was an agreement made 
| between the parties that the vessel should be de- 
| livered upon the African coast. The object of this 
| was to eet the benefit of the flag of the United 
States while sailing from the foreign port to the 

port in Africa, which proved a perfect protection 

to the vessel itself; and when she arrived on the 
| coast of Africa, the flag of the United States was 
hauled down, and that of the foreign country run 
up; and she trusted to her speed to return. 

This was the fraud which was attempted to be 
corrected. It seems hy variotis representations 
now made, that the efforts to suppress the traffic 
have utterly failed, and that, unlawful as it is, con- 
demned as it is by the laws of the United States, 
it is still carried on to a great extent from the ports 
| of Brazil, and from some of the ports of Spain. 
| Naw, sir, Iam very clear in my judgmentand my 
opinion that this is an evil which ought to be cor- 
rected; that proper and suitable measures should 
be taken to do it, and among these, it has been 
suggested that the facilities for the transfer of a 
| vessel upon the coast of Africa should be taken 
away, that the power to transfer by contract upon 


| after illegal. I do not intend at this time to ex- 
worthy of consideration. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Not having seen, 
either in manuscript or in print, the paper which 
has been the subject of remarks this morning, I do 
|| not propose to discussit. Sir, it is my purpose to 
|| keep entirely within the rules of debate, and will 
'| proceed to my object, which was to say a few 
|| words on the resolution before the Senate. I will 
|| oppose its reference, because the policy indicated 

is one which does not permit me to anticipate such 
| action as it would be possible for me to approve. 
|| As a matter of policy we have abolished the slave 
trade to the United States, and no one proposes to 
| reopen it; no one believes it has not been wholly 
‘| suppressed. If the areument of humanity were 
'| relied on, it might be difficult to show that our pol- 
‘| icy was most conducive to the well-being of the 
» African captive. But leaving our laws to stand on 
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| the slave trade in 
| pressed it, so far as the States and Territories 


SF 


the well-established basis of national policy, I 
| maintain that we have no right to interfere with 


other countries. Having sup- 


| of our Union are concerned, we have nothing of 
| duty or of right which would justify interfer- 


ence with the policy of other countries, Subject 


| to the necessary protection of our oan privileges 


and interests, we should leave them to engage in 
whatever trade they may choose. If Brazil pre- 
fers to continue the slave trade, it is a matter in 
which the United States could not intervene, with- 
out abandonment of the rule of international rela- 
tion laid down by Washington, and happily fol- 
lowed, with but few exceptions, down to the pres 
ent day. 

I was always oppased to the African squadron, 


|} and am now in favor of its withdrawal, as worse 


than useless in the suppression of the slave trade; 


|} as a service destructive of the health, and to no 


small extent fatal to the lives of our sailors, and as 
part of that policy of interference in the affairs of 
others which is an evil in all Governments and an 
exception in the practice of ours, Brazil may 


| have other trade with the coastof Africa than that 


that coast should be suppressed and be made here- | 


press any opinion upon that; but it is a matter | 


either in morals or policy. 


for slaves, yet it is assumed that she has not, as 
the foundation of this denial of sea-letters. Our 
laws denominate the slave trade piracy; in us it is 
certainly offensive to assume that such is the only 
trade for which vessels are fitted out in the ports 
of a friendly nation. What would we say if any 
other country should take such position towards 
the United States ? 

With creat deference, I think the whole move- 
ment wrone. Our laws should be confined to our 
own country, for which alone we may decide 
As an indication of 
my opinion, I will vote against the reference of 
this resolution. 

Mr. BERRIEN. There seems to me to be an 
importance attached to this resolution which I am 
unable to understand, since, upon the call for the 


| yeas and nays, Senators have found themselves 


under the necessity, or have considered it proper, 
to make explanations as to the vote they intend to 
sive. ‘To me,sir,it seems to be a mere resolution 
of inquiry, directed to a committee, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the most effectual means of 
accomplishing an object which is common to us all. 
In that point of view, I have no hesitation in 
civing an affirmative vote on the resolution. But 
now it is suggested that there is not, perhaps, a 
perfect unanimity of sentiment upon the subject 
to which this resolution may be made to extend. 
While we have a perfect right to prevent the for- 
eion slave trade—that is, between Africa and this 
| country—it is suggested that we have no right to 
interfere with that trade from the coast of Africa 
to any foreign country. Sir, I do not understand 
that to be the object of the resolution; and, to pro- 
tect myself from the possibility of mistake, I desire 
to say that, although we have no right to interfere 
with any trade between the coast of Africa and 
| any foreign country, yet in relation to a trade 
which we ourselves desire to discountenance, we 
have the unquestionable right to prevent our own 
citizens, and our own vessels, under the protection 
of our own flag, from being engaged in that trade. 
The jurisdiction of this country extends over its 
citizens in every quarter of the globe. We have 
a right to see that our flag affords only legitimate 
protection to our own people and our own prop- 
erty; and we have a right to inhibit American citi- 
zens from being engaged in a traffic which our own 
laws inhibit. 

It is under these views that it has seemed to me 
that this, as a resolution of inquiry, should pass 
the Senate without discussion. I have only risen 
to make this brief remark, lest by possibility there 
should be something embraced in the resolution 

| which I am not able to discover, and to avow the 
reasons for my conduct and the vote I shall give. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It is very proba- 
ble, as the Senator from Georgia suggests would 
have been proper, that this resolution, as a mere 

|| matter of inquiry, might have passed without re- 
mark, had not the mover thought it advisable to 
present the object, and force on the consideration 
of the Senate the policy, intended to be advanced 
by the reference. It was under such circumstances 
that my remarks were submitted. The Senator 
from Georgia announces a proposition, which I 
certainly will not controvert, that our laws follow 
| our flag, and apply to vessels bearing it. Cur laws 
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make it piracy, punishable with death, to engage 
in the slave trade, and our flag would therefore 
never be used to cover that trade. And I do not 
gee thie De of the proposition. On the 


other hand, it will not be denied that our citizens | 


have the right to expatriate themselves; still less 
will it be denied that the owner 6f an American 


And, whilst the latter right remains, ships of | 


American construction will probably be found in 
the slave trade; but they will beforehand have lost 
their nationality, retaining no more of the charac- 
ter of an American vessel than is represented by 
her sea-going qualities, and such part of her Amer- 


ican crew as may have chosen, for the sake of | 


that traffic, to engage in a trade which could not 


be pursued under the flag of “their country. So far | 
as | am informed, this is the case; and that no ves- | 
sel bearing the American flag, and therefore subject | 


to our laws, has been found in the slave trade. 
Mr. CLAY. A single word. The Senator 


from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] when up before, | 


discussed a question which is not before the Sen- 
ate—which is not involved in the resolution. The 


question which the Senator discussed was, whether | 


we had a right, and whether it was proper, to put 
an end, if we could, to the slave trade between 


the Brazils and the coast of Africa? Who ie 


poses that? There is no such object indicated by 
that resolution. But have we nota right to act 


upon our own people and our own vessels? Is it not | 
the policy of this country to suppress the African | 
slave trade? Sir, it is not the policy of this coun- | 
If it is the | 
policy of the country to suppress the African slave |! 
trade, have we nota right to restrain the shameful |! 
abuses of our flag when it has been employed in || 


try alone, but of all Christendom. 


the prosecution of that trade? Have we not a 
right, and is itnot our duty, to protect our seamen 


tion. And while nobody would be more unwilling 


than I should be to interfere in the policy of any | 
foreign Government upon the question of the slave || 


trade, odious as I regard it, yet I consider it not a 
duty only, but an imperative duty, to impose all 
proper restraints upon our own people in prosecu- 
ting this trade under our flag, in our own vessels, and 
in part with our own seamen. Upon that ques- 
tion it is impossible for me for one moment to en- 
tertain a doubt. 


Mr. HALE. As this isa resolution of inquiry | 


simply, { propose an amendment, which I send to 
the Chair, and on it I have a word to say. 


; ses 
The amendment is to add to the original resolu- 


tion the following: 


** And also to inquire into the practical operation of the | 


legislation of the United States for the suppression of the 


African slave trade, and the expediency of repealing or | 


essentially modifying the existing laws en that subject.’ 


Mr. HALE. In the few remarks which I sub- || 


mitted te the Senate 


strictly in order to offer an amendment after the 
eas and nays have been ordered? 


The PRESIDENT. Certainly. It is in order || 


at any time until the question is decided. 


Mr. MALE. If that is settled, I wish to in- || 





quire, as a matter of curiosity, if some other Sen- | 
ator has not a point of order to raise? peas 


I was going to say that in the remarks I submitt 
to the Senate, when I first spoke on the subject, I 
did not venture my own opinion upon the policy 


of our legislation for the suppression of the African || 


slave trade, but I did give to the Senate the author- 


ity of a very distinguished name, and | confess I | 
was a little surprised when the Senator from Ken- | 
‘LAY,] replying to the remarks I | 
made, said that the opinion was universal, and he | 
did not know of a solitary individual except the | 
Senator from New Hampshire, who took the re- | 
sponsibility of avowing it, of being opposed to | 


tucky, [Mr. 


this legislation. Now, I expressed no such opin- 


mond, that the practical operation of this philan- 


thropic eats for the suppression of the slave | 
) 


trade had been this, and I want to call the attention 


of the Senate and the country toit. In 1787, forty- | 


five thousand were sent beyond the seas as slaves 





by this trade, and the deaths by the middle passage | 


did not exceed nine percent. In 1840, fifty-seven 
years after the combined legislation of this coun- 


4 and Great Britain, making it piracy and pun- | 


ishable by death, the number of victims had in- 
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creased from forty-five thousand to one hundred | time of the committee in invest 


and fifty thousand, and the deaths had gone up 
from nine to thirty per cent., and Governor Ham- 
mond says ‘in consequence of your effort to sup- 
press it.” That opinion stands, It is of some 
five years’ standing, It is some five years since it 


ed ‘ / | was written. I say nothing about it, whether it 
ship may sell it in a foreign port if he pleases. | 


is trueor false. But I do say, if such be the effect 
of your legislation, if it has only increased the 
number of victims and increased the horrors and 
deaths of these victims, it is time for us to see if 
there is not some other mode which we had bet- 


ter pursue. It is time to see if the distinguished 
_gentleman who gave this opinion was right, when 


he said it would be far better for the African him- 
self, the ailepy victim of this trade, if these 
laws were repealed, and the trade was left to the 
mitigations and modifications of time, humanity, 
and decay. If all our efforts have been destruc- 


tive to those for whose benefit they were intended; || 


if, instead of ameliorating, we have increased the 
horrors; if, instead of lessening, we have multi- 
plied by two hundred per cent. the number of vic- 
tims, is it not time to inquire if we have not been 
proceeding upon a wrong assumption? I simply 
rise to put myself right, as not being the author 
of these sentiments, but as bringing them before 
the Senate as the suggestion of one who knew 
well what he said when he wrote about it. 


Mr. BERRIEN called for the reading of the | 


amendment. 


Mr. HALE withdrew the latter part of it, so as 


to leave it thus: 


‘¢ And also to inquire into the practical operation of the 
legislation of the United States for the suppression of the 
foreign slave trade.”’ 


Mr. CLAY. I have no objections to it in that | 
| shape, as a mere matter of inquiry, and accept it 


| not o it) |, as a part of the proposition. 
against being inveigled into the trade and left to | 


perish upon the coast of Africa? That is the ques- | 


Mr. BUTLER. I attached no importance to 


| this resolution when it was first brought to my 


notice, nor do I attach much importance to the 


| amendment, except so far as it has introduced one 


or two topics for discussion. The resolution of 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky evidently 


‘has for its predicate not only the suppression of 
\the slave trade—and in that [ concur with him— 
but it has as a predicate, or as one of the means | 
| of effecting it, that of which I do not approve, to 
| wit: to deny sea-letters to all vessels fitting out | 
‘from ports of Brazil for Africa. Now, if acom- 


mittee were to report, in so many words, that no 


sea-letter should be issued or allowed to vessels | 


fitting out from Brazil to Africa, I would not vote 


for it, so that in any point of view I would not || 


vote for it; because the very supposition, the very 


ground-work would be, that a piraticalt rade, and | 
| no other than a piratical trade, could be carried on | 


between the ports of Brazil and Africa. 


With regard to the amendment, I cannot say 
that I will object to it. The intimation that this | 
/is a monopoly, and a monopoly of a piratical 


Mr. FOOTE. Iwant to know whether it is || character, is altogether against my notions of a | 


liberal charity, at least towards commercial rela- 


tions between any people whatever. We have no | 
right to presume it, unless with more facts to sus- | 


tain the presumption. 


Mr. HAMLIN. [ do not know the design 


which the Senator from New Hampshire ma 


have had in offering this amendment, nor would I, | 

if I could believe any practical good could result 
from its adoption, interpose any objection to it. }| 
It directs the Committee on Commerce to neyire 


into the practical effect, I believe, of existing laws 
in relation tothe slavetrade. To what good could 
it tend? Is it not a case of entirely novel proce- 


dure that any Senator here should enlist the atten- | 


tion of a committee, and make a demand upon its 


time, for the purpose of investigating the practical | 
result of any law? I have known no case of the || 


adoption of a resolution of a similar ae nor 
do I see any practical result that could follow a re- 


ion, ex || port upon the practical operations of alaw. The 
ion, but I did give the opinion of Governor Ham- | 


resolution as originally introduced by the Senator 
from Kentucky has a point in it. We have sub- 
mitted to our consideration the correspondence 
which took place with our Minister at Brazil, and 


that has been referred to the Committee on Com- | 


merce. There have also been memorials presented 
relating to the same subject, and these two classes 
of papers present two distinct points for c nsidera- 
tion. The design of the original resolution is also 
to embrace what is contained within these two 
classes of papers. But if we are to consume the 


igating th : 

| result of a law, I hardly knees where ai reene 
commence, and where we would end, or what 
would be designed as embraced in the call, F, 
these reasons I hope the Senator from New Ham : 
shire, on reflection, will deem it advisable to with: 
draw his amendment, and let the original resoly. 
tion be submitted. It will be time enough 1 
| discuss the propriety of what should or should not 

be done when a report is submitted upon the Papers 

Mr. HALE. I understood the Senator fron, 
Kentucky to say that he accepted the amendmen:. 

Mr. CLAY. I did intend to accept it; but, fo, 
the reasons stated by the Senator from Maine. | 
| think it is devolving upon the committee an up. 

necessary duty, and therefore I shall vote with him 
against it. 

Mr. HALE asked for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment, but they were not ordered. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to say a word on this syb- 
| ject. Iconfess I am a little surprised at the oppo- 
| sition to this inquiry. It seems to me, if there js 
| an inquiry on earth that we ought to make, this 
| is theone. We propose to go into the subject of 

our laws upon the slave trade. The resolution 
| looks to an inquiry about some alteration and 
modification of those laws in regard to which we 
are called upon to legislate. It seems to me that 
the very first inquiry which will suggest itself to 
the mind will be, what is the practical operation 
of the laws as they now are? Are they effecting 
|| the object proposed to be effected, or are they re- 
| tarding it? Because, until we do know that, we 
do not know whether they want amendment or 
not, or whether the remedies proposed wilt effect- 
| uate what we aim at or not. It seems to me that 
there is no possible subject of legislation upon 
| which these might not be pertinent inquiries: 
What is the existing state of things? What is 
| the practical effect of legislation upon the subject 
| for which an amendment is asked? Are the exist- 
ing laws sufficient? Do they remedy the evil? If 
they are insufficient, in what particular? Is the 
proposed amendment salutary? and if not salu- 
tary, in what respect is it the reverse? Am I to 
| be told that the committee has no time? What 
| are the committee about? What earthly subject 
is there that ought to command the time and at- 
tention of Congress and its committees if this shall 
| not? It has been designated as the great question 
|| of the age. It is a question upon which we have 
foreign treaties. It is a question upon which we 
have legislated from the commencement of the 
Government to the present time. It is a question 
which has engaged the attention of the strongest 
heads and the best hearts that the world has ever 
seen. It probably is engaging the attention of 
more minds to-day than oY poe subject of 
human legislation that can be brought before this 
body. Are we to pass it over and neglect to sat- 
isfy ourselves about the existing state of things on 
| this great subject, because the committee has no 
time? Then let us put it off until we have time. 
| Let us put the legitimate inquiry before the Senate 
| and before the committee, and if we do not have 
time these ten years, let us delay legislation until 
we shall have time to inform ourselves fully upon 
the existing state of things upon which it is pro- 
posed to legislate. What, sir, are we to go inthe 
dark? Is the committee to make a report and tell 
us they do not know what the existing state of 
things is; that they do not know whether the laws 
effect the object to which they aim, or whether 
| they have entirely failed? Is that the state of 
| things upon which to legislate on this great ques- 
tion? I trust not. 

I can assure my friend from Maine, and every- 
body else, that t is amendment is offered in no 
factious spirit. It seems to me to bea fair and 
legitimate cause of inquiry, if there be an inquiry 
| at all, submitted by the enate to the committee. 
| When the amendment was first submitted I heard 








| a unanimous consent around me, ‘let it go.” 
| The honorable mover of the resolution consented; 
|| but it seems, because we have no time to make 
|| this inquiry, we will not act favorably upon tt. If 
| we have not time to make that inquiry, we have 
not time to legislate at all. 1am utterly opposed 
| to any action until we take such measures as may 
be necessary to advise us of the state of the case, 


} so that we may legislate, if there are existing evils 


rect those evils. 


| under the present laws, to provide remedies to cor- 
| “Mr. FOOTE. I wish to make one remark by 
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way of a statement of the reasons which influence |} Mr. SMITH. I desire to say to the Senator || The amendment was agreed to. a 
my vote against this amendment. I have not || that no such object ever occurred to me. I am Mr. RUSK moved to amend the bill by ae 
scrutinized the amendment thoroughly. When | perfectly willing that the subject should be dis- || Out of the first section, the words, “that in al 
grst read, I thought it had certain secret bearings || cussed here; and I am willing and desirous that || ‘¢@8es of transfer or assignment, no claimant shalt 
that at least ought to be scrutinized before any fa- || it should be discussed elsewhere; but, after fifty || ‘ be entitled to receive an amount beyond the con- 
yorable action should be accorded to it. I am still \| years of discussion and debate, | am willing to || ‘ sideration paid and interest thereon;’’ and in- 
more satisfied of it from the speech we have just | say to the Senate, | am willing to proclaim to || 8erting in lieu thereof the words, ** that no allow- 
heard. I think this amendment will renew agita- || the whole country, that I desire a vote on this || “nce or payment shall be mede under the provision 
tion, and, being a quiet man, I shall vote against || subject by the two Houses of Congress at the || of this act to any assignee or insurer."’ The first 
it. || present session. I think we have had debate || Section is in these words: 

The amendment was not agreed to. | enough, we have had deliberation enough, and I Be it enacted, That satisfaction shall be made, as herein- 

The question was then taken by yeas and ate | intend, if I can, with the consent and coéperation after provided. to an amount not exceeding five millions of 

y 


—_ 3 : et - : dollars, to such citizens of the United States, or to their 
on the original resolution, and it was adopted of the majority of the members of this body, SO || legal representatives, as had valid claims to indemnity npom 
the following vote: || to frame and shape this bill that it may be certain || the French Government, arising out of illegal captures, 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- || to receive a proper consideration in both Houses | ye were occa yn oy oy condemnations — —_— 
: ry, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davis of Mas- az : scations, committe prior to the ratification of the con- 
_ a Teena ” Dayton, Rickioven, Dedas of Wis- | of Congress. ut I will say nothing more UPON || vention between the United States and the French Repub- 
sachus ’ z + > the present occasion, except to recall to the recol- || lic, concluded on the ghirtieth day of September, one 
consin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Felch, J : ‘ , y ay p , 

Foote, Greene, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Jones, lection of the Senate that, at the last session of || thousand eight hundred, the ratifications of which were 
King, Mangum, Bier, Merton, Nestle, Pearce, Pratt, || Congress, when a bill was under consideration for Sided, That the provinces of as a ar ereg A 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Up- ishi ritori . : r ’ ;? ’ ae SiC Of Us act shan not exten¢ 
ae wales, Walker, Whitcomb: and Winthrop—45. ' i| establishing ater ritorial government in N ew Mex- such claims as are stipulated for and embraced in the con- 
NAY S—Messrs. Benton, Borland, Butler, Davis of Mis- | ico, there was contained in the bill, as it was re- || vention between the United States and the French Repub- 
sissippi, Hale, Rhett, Soulé, Turney, and Yulee—9. \| ported to the Senate, a section making an appro- | hee oe thirtiets day of Apr, one thowsens 

2 - i sation: o ; . eight hundred and three, and for the liquidation and pay- 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 1] priation; but the gentleman who had charge of it {| ment whereof provision is made in the said convention; not 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the || made a motion to strike out that section, and | to such claims as were allowed and paid, in whole or in 
jal ?, d being the bill to provide for tl stated that the object was to facilitate the passage |! part, under the provisions of the treaty between the United 
special order, . ie 1€ AS- |! of the bill through the two Houses of Congress, || States and Spain, concluded on the twenty-second day of 
certainment and satisfaction of claims of Ameri- The pro béiGen, therefore, which I sut tt t} | February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen; nor 
can citizens for spoliations committed by the = Pp : po: ? ’ rich ft submit to the to such claims as were allowed, in whole or in part, under 
French prior to the 31st of July, 1801 Senate is not a new one, but corresponds exactly | the provisions of the treaty between the United States and 
wenen 5 ADBURY Bei a I f th with the one entertained at the last session. I France, concluded on the fourth day ef July, one thousand 
Mr. BR +r. eine a member oF the || shall add no more on this subject eight hundred and thirty-one: And provided, also, That in 
committee by which this bill was reported, and | ° % aay z 


being satisfied that it ought to pass, it was my in- || Mr. TURNEY. I did not, in the few remarks || 2!) c28¢* Of transfer or assignment, no claimant chal beon- 
eng ’ ‘a 


hich I d k of tl ; hich titled to receive an amount beyond the consideration paid, 
: which I made, speak of the re which prompt- »rest there 

tention to have addressed the Senate on the subject feed ten motive which prompt. || and interest thereon. 

this morning. But as the discussion has already 


ed, but I spoke of the effect of the amendment. I Mr. RUSK. 
proceeded to a great length, I will forbear to 


understand the honorable Senator, however, now 
7 : to admit that the amen ras i r 
speak, provided the debate can now close, believ- mendment was intended to have 
ing, with the favorable reports of twenty-six com- | 


the effect to which I referred, and he seeks to jus- || fined, and the liability of the Government to make 
mittees, the opinions of Madison and Marshall in tify — mode See upon the ground of || the payment has not been acknowledged in any 
favor of the justice of the claim, and the declaration || ? precedent which was set on another occasion. authentic form. Then, according to the usual 
of Napoleon and of Talleyrand that these claims He now avows the very thing as his object and rules of traffic among individuals, it being an un- 
were released for an adequate consideration, I will intention, which I said would be the effect of the || certain and unacknowledged debt, it could not be 
submit the matter here. ore te ae the Senator will find | the subject-matter of transfer. The provision in 

ir SMP Tove tamed dhe ily ai. | mee mgt, ender, peer [he lx wrong ey tee he word 
Se 11th section, which is in the follow- || \ iy prevent that Senator from offering an amend- || due, if due at all, could not command anything 

Sab, 11. be.@ further enacted, That for carrying ment to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, || like the value of their claims when they sold them 
this act into execution the sum of 350,000 be, and the same appropriating $50,000 for carrying the present || to assignees. The passage ol the bill, with this 
hereby is appropriated, tobe taken from any money in the || bill into execution. I understand that we have provision, offers temptations to commit wrong and 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. | adopted a rule which will perhaps interfere with || to yerpetrate fraud. 

I wish merely to intimate to the Senate that my || his plans and arrangements. I think that, ac- This is not all. It is mischievous in various 
object in moving this amendment is to facilitate cording to a rule which we have recently adopt- || other respects. It starts a set of eee who, 
the passage of the bill through the two Houses of ed, we do not allow an amendment to be pre- || when they see a claim against t 
Congress, and that if the amendment should be | sented to the civil and diplomatic bill for an ap- || will buy it from the parties interested for a mere 
agreed to, and the bill should pass the two Houses, || propriation, unless that appropriation has been | nominal amount, and then I wish I could say there 
I shall, when the civil and diplomatic bill comes estimated for by the head of a Department. I un- || would be no “ lobbying Congress,” and trying to 
up, move an amendment to it making provision derstand the object of this amendment to be to 
for this amount. enable the majority of the House of Representa- 

Mr. TURNEY asked for the yeas and nays on | tives to apply the gag to the minority and cut off 
the amendment. debate. Certainly if it be adopted, the rules of 


a SS ae 


i 
i 
| 
| 





Mr. President, a word in relation 
to this matter. This claim for the last fifty years 
has been one of uncertainty. It has not been de- 


cause the individuals to whom this was justly 


1e Government, 


| get large claims through for the purpose of realiz- 
ing a profit. Under such circumstances, it seems 
to me that the safest plan is to exclude the as- 
signees. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. the House of Representatives will not require || Mr. WALKER. Iam decidedly of the same 
Mr. TURNEY. I wish to submit a single re- am : shall be considered in Committee of the || opinion with the Senator from Texas. I think 
ole. 


mark in regard to what, if not the object, will be 
the effect of the proposed amendment. If you 
strike out the ene the moment the bill 
enters the other House the previous question will 
be put upon it, and it will be run through without 


that one of the most powerful departments of this 
Mr. BERRIEN. I would ask that the rule re- || Government, at this moment, is the department of 
’ I 


cently adopted by the Senate, which has been re- || the agents; and I believe it will do more to bring 
ferred to by the Senator from Tennessee, be read. || this Government into disgrace and ruin than any 
The Secretary accordingly read the rule as fol- || other department which ever will exist in or about 


.any debate whatever. It is for this body to de- || lows: | it. Lam, therefore, opposed in this and every other 


cide whether they will enable the majority to put 
a gag on the minority, and revent them discuss- 
ing the merits of the bill. This is a mode of legis- | 


‘No amendment proposing an additional appropriation | instance to encouraging the means upon which this 
shall be received to any general appropriation bill, unless it department of agency is sustained and protected 
be made to carry out the provisions of some existing law, or |! W7it} this motive, and this alone, I shall vote most 
: : , : : some act or resolution previously passed by the Senate du- | . 7 : . f 
lation which I think is highly censurable, and || ring that session, or in pursuance of an estimate from the cheerfully for the amendment of the Senator rom 

head of some of the Departments; and no amendmentshall || Texas. As this is an important proposition, in- 


should not be encouraged by this body. There is ee adae’ 7: Ped hg POE ee 
: : rhi : » received whose object is to provide for a private claim, || yolyine an important principle call for the yeas 
a rule in the other House which provides that all ahbetgh the samé mey have heen previously senctionedby || Crs Pp I ple, y 


bills making appropriations shall be referred to || the Senate.” || and nays. tie 
; 4 ; “he y avs were pred. 
the Committee of the Whole, and there undergo The question then being taken by yeas and nays The yeas and nays were or ‘4 I trust thet 
discussion. Now, to avoid that, and put an end d ce | Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, rust tha 
: re , on the amendment, resulted as follows: : i 1 by the Senat 
to any discussion whatever, and to prevent any , ; 4 : .. || this amendment will not be adopted by the Senate, 
i, 2 ’ at YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Bradbury, : : > ; am. fae examine 
amendment being proposed to the billin the House, | Clarke, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Downs, | Having satisfied myself years ago, by an exam 
this body is to lend itself to a party in the other || Ewing, Greene, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Mangum, Miller, || ation of this claim, of the propriety of providing 
House, to enable them to enforce a 69g upon the || Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, | for its liquidation by the Government, I have taken 


minority. Sir, I think it is wrong. We should || UNsvs—-Mesrs, Atchison, Benton, Borland, Butler, Cass, || 0 part in the more recent discussion of it. But 


do no such thing. We should let the bill pass in | Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge || this is an amendment—I speak with great roapect to 
the ordinary mode of legislation, and not s ape it | of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas Felch, Foote, Hun- || the Senator from Texas—against which I feel it my 
here to enable a majority in the other House to || tt: Jones, King, Morton, Norris, Rhett, Rusk, Soulé, Tur- | duty to enter my protest. What is to be the effect 


enforce a gag upon the minority. i es Nemes LanepHi of the amendment? If this bill shall pass, the 
Mr. SMITH. It seems to me to be decidedly | So the amendment was agreed to. bi br | United States will have acknowledged their habil- 
out of order for the honorable Senator to refer to | Mr. SMITH. I move to amend the bill by | 


_s i . .? llityt this debt; they will have acknowledged 
any proceeding that may be taken on this bill in | striking out of theninth section the words, ‘which || a jaanion; and now it ia paopenel to relieve them 


the House of Representatives, and still more out | shall be paid out of the appropriation hereinafter from the obligations which that acknowledgment 
of order to attribute to me or to any other member | provided.” So that the clause will read, imposed upon them in every instance in which 


of this body any purpose such as that which the || .,. That the Bn ——- of the respective officers, for || 11 or has been an assignment. , 
honorable Senator has indicated. | cama Re newion coma” Pe Se The honorable Senator says that interests of 
Mr. TURNEY.. I attributed nothing to the | 


| . ‘ . é 
This is a mere verbal amendment, which is ren- | this sort are not assignable; that it was a claim 


Senator. I said if that was not the motive, it ecessa : ‘ || not acknowledged by the Government; that it was 
: oa" amet S84 Syne bee, past been ! in the nature of an unliquidated demand, and until 


would be the effect. adopted by the Senate. 
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liquidated it was not a subject of assignment. 
The honorable Senator will permit me to say, that 
although that proposition may be true, as between 
individuals in order to give them the right to bring 
an action in a court of justice, yet it is not neces- 
sary in order to transfer the claim. I think this 
interest was regularly and properly transferable 
by assignment, and that although the United States 
have the power, if this debt be a just and proper 
one, they have no more right to refuse payment 
to an assignee than to an original claimant. But 
it seems to me, looking to the history of these 
transactions, that there would be a peculiar pro- 
priety in the adoption of this bill. 1 confess that 
if any responsibility could devolve upon me for 
the enforcement of such a principle as the one pro- 
posed in the amendment, I sould feel the weight 
of that responsibility beyond any other act which 
I have ever committed. What is the state of facts ? 
These claimants through a long series of years 
have been knocking at the doors of our halls of 
legislation and asking for justice. Multiplied re- 
ports by enlightened committees of both Houses 

ave affirmed the validity of the claim. Iam argu- 
ing apr the supposition that you are now about 
to indorse those reports by passing this bill; that 

ou are now about to acknowledge that this is a 


om and legal claim, and involved in that ac- | 
nowledgment is the further concession that for || 
fifty years you have delayed the payment of it. | 
The individuals who are entitled to the benefit of | 
this allowance are for the most part passed away. | 
Deprived of what you are now about to acknow!l- | 
edge you justly owed them, they were compelled | 
under the pressure of necessity in many instances | 


to transfer their claims; and that necessity, which 
you yourselves created, and which you will have 


acknowledged that you created by the passage of | 
this bill, you are about to avail yourselves of, to | 


relieve yourselves pro tanto from the payment of a 
debt which you are about to acknowledge to be 
an honest one. I do not know how this proposi- 
tion may affect the minds of other Senators, best I 
confess I regret &tremely that it should have been 


presented. ~ 1 do most sincerely hope, with great 
respect to the honorable Senator from Texas, that 
this amendment will not find acceptance with the 


Senate. 


Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, the principle of | 


which my honorable friend complains 1s contained 
in the bill itself. There is a declaration in the 
very words which I propose to strike out, that the 


assignee shall only receive the consideration which | 
he paid, with interest on it. Povided the principle | 
is there adopted, the transfer is admitted to be || 
illegal by the original bill itself. I do not conceive | 


that this claim stands on the footing of an account 
atall. An account implies a sort of contract be- 
tween two parties. But here is a claim against 


the Government for injuries committed and perpe- | 


trated on the high seas. 
In the first place, there is no acknowledgment 


by the Government for fifty years that the claim | 


is a just one, which renders it so uncertain as not 
to be properly a subject-matter of barter, sale, and 
transfer. But it does not stop here. 
another question which renders it still more un- 


certain and less valuable to the original claimant, | 


and more valuable to the speculator. There has 
been no statement of what amount was due. It is 
necessary to prove the amount of the damage. 
Then the whole matter is entirely uncertain. — 
the Congress of the United States should sanction 


this principle, in my opinion the result would be | 


the establishment of a set of speculators in the 


country, who would buy the claims of individuals | 
Now | 


against the Government for a mere song. 
you are going to pay those who have suffered by 
these French spoliations—those who hold the 
claims, and were under no necessity of disposing 
of them. 
them for little or nothing, and you propose to take 
advantage of that poverty—you 
these speculators the amount which they paid for 


the claims in the first instance, and interest upon | 


that amount. Is there no door there tempting in- 


dividuals to come forward to attempt the practice | 


of fraud oe the Government? How is it to be 
ascertained what was paid for these claims? 
written statement to be required of those who 
bought these claims? How is it to be ascertained ? 
There must be some mode of ascertaining what 
amount was paid, and when it was paid. To m 
mind this opens a door for illimitable frauds. In 
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| my opinion, we are under no moral obligation to i 


| the individual who purchases the claim that is not || 


sake of argument, that the claim is a just one, to 
| these assignees. 


| assignee shall receive no more than he paid, and 


acknowledged by the Government, and the amount 
of which has not been ascertained. We are un- 
der no sort of obligation, even admitting, for the 


If we have obligations at all, | 
they are to the original claimants, and not to the | 
assignee, who must of necessity, under the circum- | 
stances, have received the claims foramuch smaller | 
amount than their nominal value. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, the object | 
of the Senator from Texas in the amendment 
which he has moved, as he has avowed it, is to 
prevent speculation in the claims against the Gov- || 
ernment. The bill as it stands is sufficiently | 
guarded in thatrespect. If the bill allowsto the pur- || 
chaser of any claim the full amount of that claim, 
it might then be obnoxious to the objection which 
the Senator from Texas hasurged. But to prevent || 
anything of the kind, the bill provides that the 


the interest upon thatsum. And are we surethatby 
adopting the amendment of the Senator from Texas 


| we should not do great injustice? Are we sure that 


| of insurance against risks of this kind, it is well 


there may not have been cases long ago of individ- 
uals transfering their claims bona fide, in payment, 
perhaps, of an honest debt—transferred, too, for a 
specific sum, the estimated amount of the claim? 
And it is now proposed that that bona fide holder 
shall receive nothing whatever. The bill only 
allows him what he would seem to be fairly enti- 
tled to. The Senator’s amendment goes further. 
It proposes that the insurers shall receive nothing. 
Now, sir, a portion of these claims are held by in- 
surance offices. Where the insurer makes a policy 


| understood by both parties at the time of the ex- 


| the attention of the Senate while I read a single 


| attempting to starve that country, the Govern- 


ecution of the policy that in case of loss the insurer 


| shall have not merely the premium paid, but that 
| he shall have the claim in case of capture. 


The Senator, however, bases his remarks upon 


the statement that these claims are not like an ac- 


knowledged account. Now, we stand in the situa- 
tion of the Government of France: and I will ask | 


sentence from one of the decrees of the National | 
Assembly of France, under which some of these | 
captures were made. When Europe was bent on 


ment of France issued orders authorizing the bring- 
ing in of all neutral vessels laden with provisions. || 
In that very decree they say: 

“The articles of provisions belonging to neutral nations, 
and laden for an enemy’s port, shall be paid for according | 
to the value in the place to which they were destined.” 

We have here this remarkable fact that France, 
in the decree under which a portion of these cap- 
tures were made, declared that circumstances com- 
pelled her to takeand confiscate this property to keep 


| even her rich as wellas poor citizens from starving, 


and that she would pay forthe amount. France never 
denied these claims, even up to the day of the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty. France acknowledged their | 


justice; but we, having obtained release from obliga- | 


tions for which we have offered millions of francs, || 
have defied the claimants for fifty years, and now 
say that these claims are not just, which Madison || 
pronounced to be just, which Marshall pronounced 
to be just, both of them Secretaries of State during 
times in which the subject was under discussion, || 
and knowing all the facts connected withit. Still, | 
we are told to-day that there was nothing tangible, 
that could be subject to equitable assignment— 
when we have here, in the very decree, a declara- 
tion that the French Goverament thought the prop- 
erty thus taken, should be paid for. 
Mr. BORLAND. I desire to saya single word 
upon this matter. Objection has been made to | 
this amendment upon the ground that if we pass 
this bill we will acknowledge the justice of the | 
debt, and then we seek to limit it by the amend- | 
ment. Itis also urged that the amendment will be 
contradictory, and will interfere with the purposes 
of the bill, the main principle of which is that this 


is a just debt, which we are bound to pay, and ] 


upon which we have no right to impose any limit- | 
ation. It seems to me that the bill itself contains 
the strongest declaration that this is not a just debt, 
that it is not a debt at all, but that it is a mere | 
gratuity, as I think was very clearly shown the 
other day by the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
{[Mr. Hounrer.] If it be a debt which we ought 


‘to pay, why should we limit the amount to be |: 


|, renounce, is the question ? 


| this country under the treat 
the value of the claims whic 
' upon France; in other words, the prospect which 
| they had of the recovery of these claims upon 
| France. 


against France. 


| were they composed? 


Jan. 22 


pe > 


paid to five millions? It seems to me that that 
will not be sufficient to satisfy all the claims which 
will be presented. If it be a debt, we owe it 
ought to pay it, to the fullest extent; but if jt be 
not a debt, and I think it is not, we onght not t, 
pay it, particularly as we are not in a situation to 
pay it at this time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, having had some 
familiarity with the subject of this claim when | 
occupied a different position in the Government of 
the country, it had been my intention, for I deemed 
it necessary, to say something on the merits of 
the claim at large. But it has been so long dis. 


y and 


| cussed, so often under consideration, that I hays 


decided to forbear. I think I could have said in , 


| few minutes everything connected with the claim, 


and completely vindicated its justice against all the 


| arguments which I have heard advanced in oppo- 


the time 


sition to it. I will not, however take up 
ne amend- 


of the Senate, but will restrict myself to t 


‘| ment proposed by my honorable friend from 
| Texas. 


The amendment embraces, as has been properly 
said, two classes of cases; that is to say, the as- 
signees of claims and the underwriters or insurers, 


| My friend seems to suppose that, from the nature 
| of the claim, it was not assignable. 
_of nothing, of no property whatever, that is not 


Now, I know 


transferable or assignable by law. There may not 


| bea legal assienment, so as to authorize the as- 


signee to maintain a suit in his own name, but we 


| know very well the difference between what is re- 
| garded as a legal and what is an equitable assign- 


ment. It was, therefore, perfectly in the power 
of the owner of any one of these claims against 


| France, or on our Government when they were 
| virtually assumed by us, to transfer his right in 


equity to any person and for any purpose he 


| pleased. 


Now, the argument has been urged and repeated 


| to-day with regard to the magnitude of the claim. 


It is said that if we owe the debt we ought to pay 
much more than is proposed to — by the bill. 
I do not think so. We renounced to France the 
claim to indemnity for spoliations. What did we 
What we did renounce 
was the value, or, in other words, the prospect of 
the recovery from France of the total amount— 


‘| the aggregate of all the spoliations committed. 
| Nobody can say, after our experience with France 
| and other foreign Gavernments, that we actually 


renounced the full value, the full amount, of all 
claims upon France. All that we are responsible 
for to the claimants against France, in consequence 
of the mutual renunciation made by France and 
of 1808, is to pay 
the claimants had 


What that amount of indemnity should 
be, I admit is a question of difficulty. It is a dif- 
ficulty which I have always experienced since I 


| first considered the subject, and which perhaps ex- 


ists now to some extent; but it has been settled 
down at five millions of dollars—one half, or per- 
haps one third, of the nominal amount of the claims * 
So much in answer to the obser- 
vations of the Senator from Arkansas. 

To resume the question of the amendment. This 


property having been assigned to a considerable 


extent, I ask if we have not sufficiently guarded 
against speculation by limiting the amount to be 
received by the assignee to the actual amount 


| which he paid, with interest? But a word with 
regard to the other class—the class of underwri- 


ters. Ina great number of instances these insur- 
ance offices were utterly destroyed. Of whom 
Of individuals—widows, 
orphans, and persons in every condition of life. 
They have been injured, their fortunes impaired, 
and they brought to ruin in consequence of the 
spoliations committed by the French, and in con- 
sequence of not getting the indemnity to which 
they were entitled, either from France or from 
this Government. An insurance office in itself 
may be an object of no particular regard. Gen- 
tlemen may dislike corporations in any form; but 


| these insurance offices consist of individuals who 


were ruined, prostrated individuals, whose fami- 
lies have been and aré now suffering for want of 
that indemnity to which they are entitled. I can- 
not, therefore, see any propriety whatever in with- 
holding from the hands of individuals composing 
these companies that benefit which is intended to 
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be secured by the passage of this bill. Iam re- || There will be no Senator on this floor who will | to all the equitable considerations by virtue of the 
minded of what we knew to be a fact, that a great || feel more gratification in rewarding the original || contract itself? Is it not a part and parcel of the 
many underwriters, who were not incorporated, || claimants to indemnity by this bill than myself; policy (and if it is not of the policy the law gives 
were single individuals, performing the operation || but when you come to fostering this system of | it to him) that he shall have the benefit of the 
of insurance as they would any other commercial | trading in Government claims—this system of en- | equitable considerations? He is just as much an 
operation in life. am aaa happy to be so | larging Government claims—this system of organ- | original party here by the implication of the law 
situated on this subject as not, I hope, to subject || ization, for the purpose of bringing to bear on | and by the terms of the policy, as the orteiads 
me to the slightest imputation of any interest in || Congress a power which cannot be produced in || claimant himself, and as much entitled, upon every 
this matter, even on the part of my constituents. || any other way—I am against it. The poor beings || consideration, to recover. Will the Senator from 

1} 

14 





It is possible there may be some lingering descend- || who have been so long kept out of their money, || Texas go so far to abrogate the original contract 
ant of some of these claimants living in the State || would have been the subjects of but tardy levisla- | between the parties that the underwriter shall not 
which I in part represent; but if such be the case || tion if nobody else were concerned; but it is an- | stand on as good ground as the original claimant? 
[do not know them. It is merely from a sense || other power that is interested which has pushed || He has made good the loss of the original claim- 
of justice, from a full conviction that the parties || this matter to its present position. I hope that we | ant, and if anything remains of the ship’s cargo, 
are entitled to something—and I think the amount |, shall give a vote now which will be memorable to | avails, proceeds, it comes in equitably to him and 
fixed upon (five millions of dollars) is not too || this class of mankind, and which will show them | the law gives it to him. 3 j 


large—that I have been led to support this bill and || that they can no longer speculate upon the Treas- Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I understood the 

to say what I have said on sae occasion. || ury and upon the labor of the American people. | honorable Senator®from Kentucky to insist that 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have many || Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presi- | everything in the shape of damages, property, and 

constituents who are interested in this bill. ' ; 


e inter There || dent, I suppose it will be conceded by all, that if | claim was a legitimate matter of transfer. That 
are many persons living in Charleston who have || another country commits robbery and spoliation | principle would be very inconvenient if carried out 
sent memorials to me, and it may be that some of | upon the property of citizens of this country, it is | in the ordinary intercourse between man and man. 
those who have sent memorials to me on this sub- || the duty of this Government to seek reparation, We should have suits brought in the courts where 
ject expect that I should vote for the bill. I can- || and to seek that reparation by all proper and suit- | an individual transferred damages arising from the 
not do so according to my judgment, but I shall || able means in its power. This duty goes to the || infliction of an assault and battery. It would be 
make it as unexceptionable as I can, and therefore || extent that such aggressions may form a cause of |, extremely inconvenient, it seems to me, to carry 
| shall vote for confining this appropriation to five || war. If they cannot be staid without hostilities, || this principle into practice, and it is liable to very 
millions of dollars, to the original claimants, as || it becomes the duty of the Government to prose- || many objections. : 
will be the effect of the amendment of the Senator || cute hostilities on account of them. | ‘The amendment which I have offered, it seems 
from Texas; and for this reason, if the appropria- I do not propose to go into this question, but | to me, is not liable to the objection, so far as the 
tion be to the original claimants or their represent- || suppose this Government, in the performance of || assignee, properly speaking, is concerned, and it 
atives, it will force the assignets and those who || its duty, to prosecute and require a specific sum | would be much better to pursue the safe course 
have bought upon speculation to go into an ac- | of money for spoliations committed upon its citi- || with regard to the insurer. With regard to the in- 
count with the original claimants from whom they || zens. Suppose that to be done, and the money to | surer, he has already received his pay for the risk 
derive their interest; and if it should turn out |, be paid into the Treasury, and then the claimants |, that he run. Insurance companies charge a rate 
in a court of chancery that the bargain had been || come here and ask you to disburse that amount to || of premium according to the risk which they run. 
effected by usurious interest or false statements, the || them for the claims which they have growing out | | have heard of very few of them breaking, because 
original claimant would not be compelled to pay || of the spoliations, there is no gentleman here that | what they lose on one man they make up on an- 
to the assignee the amount advanced, but would || would doubt the propriety of paying that money | other. That is about the rule which they pursue; 
receive back his interest. That I think would be || out of the Treasury. Nobody would doubt that | but in this instance, if the insurer received the 
nothing but justice. By confining this to the ori- || it belonged to the persons who had been robbed, | money, would you not deprive the original claim- 
ginal claimants, it will compel the assignees to go || and I think that in such a case no voice could be | ant from coming forward with this claim? If the 
to them for a fair account; and that is nothing |, raised against a claim of that character. The | insurer receive the money, the original claimant 
more than right. By confining this appropriation |; question then is, in the first place, whether the | ought to come in equitably for 4 division of it, and 
to the original claimants, you do not necessarily || Government has prosecated this claim? Everybody | if the insurer receives part of the money he ought 
do any injustice to the assignees. How many of || knows that they have. Have they recovered it? |, to refund the premium which he has received. 
them can show the amount of money which they | If it has been recovered in money it should be Under thse circumstances, it seems to me that if 
advanced, and the circumstances under which it || paid out; if it has been recovered in any other || we are going to relieve the parties who have actually 
was advanced? I think I hazard nothing in say- |; manner, it should be paid out; the equitable obli- || suffered, and not those who have taken advantage 


ing that this claim has been increased by time, || gation is equally strong. of that very suffering and poverty to buy up these 
and because it has been under the influence of or- | I will not go into the evidence which has been || claims for little or nothing, we should adopt this 
ganized claimants. And I venture to say that || so ably reviewed on former occasions, and dis- | amendment. 

there are claims which have been acquired on |, cussed with great ability now. I have before me, Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I wish to say 


*Change, and which stockjobbers have acquired |, though I will not detain the Senate by reading it, || a word in reply to the honorable Senator from 
from widows and orphans for nothing. I would || the declaration of the First Consul of France, || Texas upon the amendment which he offers. That 
give the widow and orphan the advantage of the || giving a full and complete account of all the trans- | amendment proposes to exclude assignees and in- 
settlement to which I have referred. I shall, there- | actions of this negotiation, and from it it appears | surers. Now, agree that the provision in the 
fore, vote for the amendment of the Senator from || distinctly that there was a set of claims on one |, bill to which the Senator from Texas has adverted, 
Texas. side and on the other provided for in the treaty of | which provides that assignees shall only be enti- 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I really look |, 1800; that the second article of that treaty was || tled to receive the amount which they have paid 
upon this vote as testing the question whether this || inserted because the parties could not agree upon || for the claims, with interest, is an objection. It 
is to be another item of “job” legislation or not. | the amount of money which should be allowed on | is an exercise of power, not the fulfillment of an 
This is the light in which I look at the question || one side and on the other. That second article sus- | obligation. But I presume those who have had 
now pending before the Senate—the amendment || pended negotiations on that subject until a future | the conduct of this bill deemed it necessary to make 
of the Senator from Texas. Could this bill ever || day. That treaty came here into this Chamber, | that provision, in order to secure its acceptance. 
have been brought up under the circumstances || and it was amended by striking out that article. | Without it, the bill would be much more accepta- 
under which it has been—could it have been carried | What was tiie declaration of the First Consul of || ble to me, because it would have been a more per- 
to its present state, being now about to be sub- France when this treaty was returned to him? || fect fulfillment of what] believe to be the obligation 
mitted to a final vote, if there had been none inter- || Why, he says that these claims, on the one side || of the United States, : 
ested in it except the original claimants and their || and on the other, were equi ponderant claims, and 3ut the Senator from Texas proposes to go fur- 
widows and orphans? No, sir; Wall street has |, that by striking out that article of the treaty the || ther, and proposes totally to exclude all assignees 
had its finger in this pie; Wall street has had its || Government of the United States has expressed | and insurers. There are few of those eases in 
finger in this matter; and it has now its hand raised, || its intention to abolish the prosecution of the | which the assignments from an individual to an 
more readily to, thrust it most deeply into the | claims; and then he ratified the treaty thus amend- || individual will come within the contemplation and 
Treasury of this Government. ed, but ratified it on the express condition that || scope of the remark of the Senator from Texas. 
Mr. HALE. I wish to ask whether these re- || these claims should never be revived against || The assignees, in most cases, were the creditors 
marks would be in order if I were making them? |, France. Who is more competent to bear testi- || of the original holders, and they have come to 
[Laughter.] | mony than this gentleman, who was mixed with | their possesion as assignees in virtue of a preéxist- 
Mr. WALKER. Sir, thisis one of the reasons || all these transactions? There is the account, full || ing debt due by the holder to the assignee. In 
why there can be, not in the Senate chamber, not | and complete, o* this subject in his own memoirs || many cases the holders have become bankrupt, 
in the House of Representatives, not inside of the || of the history of the times. But I will not dwell | and by the force and operation of the bankrupt 
walls of this Capitol, but around them, and out- || on that. I am content to vote in favor of these || law all the rights and interests of the original 
side of them, such a power brought to bear upon || claims from the evidence we have before us. | holder have been transferred to the assignee ap- 
this subject as has been brought to operate upon But I wish to say a word in regard to these || pointed under that law for the benefit of the cred- 
it. I say, and I sincerely believe, that the encour- || transfers, in rep! to the honorable gentleman from || itor. 
agement which we give to assignees of claims upon || Texas. If I understand him, he proposes to cut | These assignees are not, then, speculators who 
the Government is building up a power that will \| off the underwriters from all the advantages of this || are going about to profit by the necessities of 
soon become stronger than Congress, and that it || bill. Now, I wish to put it to the Senator from | the original holders. They are a numerous class 
will make deeper drafts upon the Treasury than || Texas as a lawyer, whether, when a policy is en- | of persons, who were the creditors of these hold- 
any of the Departments of the Government, if not of || tered into by which an underwriter takes upon || ers anterior to the occurrence of this adventure, 
all combined. We have had a great deal of expe- || himself a marine risk, it is not part and parcel of || and they are in other cases the assignees by the 
rience on this subject. I had occasion the other that contract that he shall have all the rights accru- || operation of the law in relation to bankruptcy. Do 
day to.make a ing at this job legislation, and ing from the loss of the vessel? If the vessel is |} these peapic stand in a situation which renders 
every day I can see more and more of it. l lost, and he makes good the loss, is he not entitled | them obnoxious to the remark of the Senator from 
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Texas? If these debts shall not be paid to as- 
signees in the cases which I have stat ’ and par- 
ticularly in the cases of bankru 1 a claim could 
not be presented for the origine! claimants, for the | 
moment it was presented there would remain the 
record of bankruptcy which had divested the ori- | 
ginal holder of all interest in the transaction. We | 
will suppose, then, that these two classes of as- 
signees are withdrawn from the objection made 
by the Senator from Texas. 

And now, with respect to insurers. I propound || 
to my honorable friend from Texas, as a lawyer, 
the question: Does he not admit that upon the ful- 
fillment of the policy, the contract of insurance 
between the insurer and the insured is by the op- 
eration of the law entitled to all the rights of the || 
insured? In the event of the abandonment of the 
property, and a portion of the @roperty is recov- 
cane is not the right and title to that portion of 
the property recovered absolutely vested in the | 
insurer? ‘I'hese people, then, are not compensa- 
ted by the receipt of their premium, for they have 
rights which go beyond that—rights which the | 
law gives them—rights which we cannot impair 
in the fulfillment of our obligations, and which we 
can only do in the exercise of unlicensed power. | 

Sir, I should deplore more than the loss of the | 
bill itself’, its passage with such a provision as that 
which the honorable Senator from Texas proposes || 
to insert. We should, as I said before, by the 
passage of the bill acknowledge the justice of the 
claim, and by the insertion of this clause would 
have relieved ourselves, by the exercise of our 
sovereign power, from the payment of a portion 
of that obligation which we would have acknow]- 
edged to be just. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Rusk, resulted as follows: 

YEAS-—Messra. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Butler, 
Cass, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Felch, Gwin, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jorea, King, Norris, Rhett, Rusk, Soulé, T ur- 
ney, Walker, Whiteomb, and Yulee—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Brad- 
bury, Clarke, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Day- 
ton, Downs, Ewing, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Man- | 
guin, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, Smith | 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, and | 
Winthrop—30. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 





j 





No further amendment being proposed, the bill | 
was reported to the Senate. 

The question was on concurring with the amend- 
ments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BORLAND. I move that the Senate do | 
now adjourn. 

The motion was rejected on a division: Ayes 
24, noes 25. 

Mr. FOOTE. I beg leave to make a single re- 
mark. IT trust the friends of this bill will noturge 
its passage to-day. My mind is not made up upon || 
the subject. The discussion which has occurred 
has certainly excited much doubt in my mind in || 
regard to the propriety ofthe measure. I feel ex- 
ceedingly inclined to vote for the bill if I can satisfy 
my mind of its propriety. I wish to have an op- | 
portunity of more thoroughly investigating the 
subject before I give my vote. I have heard the 
speeches of the honorable Senator from Connecti- 
cut, [Mr, Smiru } and the honorable Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Hunrter,] which have not yet ap- 
peared in print, and when I shall have had an 
opportunity oro them I shall be able to vote 
upon the bill. But if a vote is pressed at the pres- 
ent time ] must vote against it. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I voted against the adjourn- | 
ment because I wished the bill to pass to-day, but || 
I am willing to accede to the wishes of the honor- || 
able Senator from ee and give him an | 
opportunity for examining the matter. I there- || 
fore move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, January 23, 1851. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. The Jour- | 
nal of yesterday was read and appreved. 


| 


Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of | 
business. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I wish, if it | 
be in order, to make a motion that committees | 
be allowed to make reports for reference merely, 
and that will not give rise to debate. I understand | 


| tained by unanimous consent of the House, 


| that such would be the result. 








tees which will give rise to long debates, and I do 


think it important that the business before the 
committees should be reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be done by unani- 
mous consent, The gentleman from Tennessee 


| asks the unanimous consent of the House that the 


call of committees may be proceeded with for the 
purpose of receiving such reports only as do not 


|| give rise to debate. 


Mr. McCLERNAND objected. 
Mr. STANTON. Then I ask unanimous con- 


| sent to be permitted to make a report from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, for the purpose of | 


reference. 
Several members objected, and the report was 
not received. 


INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Industrial Exhibition, 


to be held in London in June, 1851, transmitting | 


their proceedings had in pursuance of the duty 
imposed upon them by the Government of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 


| printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- | 


iees for reports, when 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, rose to make a report. 


i . | 
| that there are matters to be reported by commit- | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 





Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to a point | 


of order. There was a report pending from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, which had not been 
disposed of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER said that the morning hour 


having expired, and the House having proceeded | 
to other business, the report from the Judiciary | 
Committee and the pending motion had gone upon | 


the Speaker’s table. 
BOUNTY LAND CERTIFICATES. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, from the Committee 


on Private Land Claims, to which had been re- | 


committed yesterday House bill No. 447, to 
enable Jacob Banta to locate two revolutionary 
bounty land certificates, reported the same back, 
with an amendment, as an additional section, 


| making provision for all cases of the same char- 


acter. 
Mr. VINTON said he understood that it was 


the order of the House to report bills for the pur- | 
pose of reference, and not for the purpose of de- | 


bate. 


The SPEAKER stated that such a motion had | 
been made by the gentleman from Tennessee, | 


{[Mr. Sranron,] but that it could only be enter- 
regular order. 
The amendment to the lull reported by the 


which could not be procured) was then read. 
Mr. VINTON submitted, as a question of or- 


der, that the committee had no right to report that | 
amendment any more than any other member of | 
|| the House had to submit it. 

The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of | 
It was not competent for the committee to | 


order. 
report an amendment of a general character to a 
private bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. I supposed yesterday, when 
this matter was referred back to the committee, 
Without further 


| occupying the time of the House, I now ask that 


the bill be put immediately on its passage. 
the House will pass it. 


I trust 
I yesterday explained its 


| provisions, and shall very briefly refer to them on 


the present occasion. The object of the bill is to 
enable an individual who holds two pieces of 
revolutionary bounty land serip, to locate them, 
he being unable to do so in consequence of a de- 


| fect in the assignment of the scrip; the proof ad- 


duced before the committee being ample that he 
holds this serip in good faith. It is a matter of 
great consequence to the old man owning the scrip 
to have this bill passed, and I therefore ask that 
the bill may be passed. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I desire to offer an 
amendment to this bill. 1 think it right that the 
individual for whose benefit the bill is designed 
should have an serene to locate these war- 
rants; but I also think that he should be put upon 


The | 
call of the committees must be proceeded with in || 


| Committee on Private Land Claims (a copy of | 


} 


| 


| 


| 
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the same footing as others. I wish, therefore, so 
to amend the bill as to require him to locate them 
in the military land district in the State of 0 
where others have located their certificates. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman state his 
amendment? 

Mr. COBB. I move to strike out the words 
“any land district in Illinois and Iowa,”’ and in- 
sert the words ‘the military land district in the 
State of Ohio.’? That will put the petitioner on 
the same footing as others. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, expressed the hope 
that the House would not agree to the amendment. 

The question was taken and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for g 
third reading; and having been engrossed, wag 
read the third time and passed. 


hio, 


HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, reported a bill to encourage 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, and all 
other branches of industry, by granting to every 
man who is the head of a family and a citizen of 
the United States a homestead of one hundred and 


| sixty acres of land, out of epee came domain, 


upon condition of occupancy and cultivation of 
the same for the period therein specified; which 
was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. VINTON. I rise to a question of order, 
as to the right of the committee to report the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman should have 
raised his point of order before the bill was read 
a second time. The subject had been, however, 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. At present, 
Mr. Speaker, I shall not make many remarks, but 
simply move to commit the bill and have it print- 
ed. I will just say here that it is my intention, 
before this subject, so deeply interesting to the 
American people, shall be finally disposed of, to 
take occasion to address the House. But whilst 
I am up, | will say this: that this bill ought to 
have passed instead of the bill that was passed 
bestowing some forty-eight millions of acres of 
land to the soldiers of the last war, and of all the 
wars since 1790. 

I set out with this general proposition, that this 


| bill gives land to every man that ought to have 


land. Every man who owns land—every man in 
whom the fee-simple is vested, ought to be an oc- 
cupier and cultivator of the soil. This bill, if 
passed instead of the bounty land bill of last ses- 
sion, would have given land to every description 
of soldier who served in the last war, that is in a 
condition to cultivate and occupy it; and by giving 
land to such, it is kept out of the market. The 
land warrants are now thrown into the market, 
and sold at a sacrifice to the harpies and Shylocks 
of the country, thus constituting a great land me- 
nopoly. 

This bill, I repeat, would have given every sol- 
dier land who ought to have it; but do not under- 
stand me to say that it would give land to the old 
and to the infirm, who have become so under the 
suffering and disease contracted in the wars in 
which they have shared in the defence of their 
country. No. But it would give them some- 
thing. The land should be given to those able to 
cultivate and occupy it; whilst those whom age 
and infirmities prevented from accepting land, 
should be supported. They should come to the 
public Treasury, and we should give them their 
share of land scrip out of it. Sir, it is a erying 
evil that the public lands should be thrown into the 
market and hawked and vended about for scarcely 
-— consideration. 

will make one further remark and then take 
my seat, for I know that there are others abler 
than myself ready to discuss this subject, and to 
present the arguments in favor of the bill in a 
much more favorable light than I can pretend to 
do. But I will simply ask what is the sight that 
has been presented here since this Congress be- 
gan? We find, at the beginning of the last ses- 
sion of Congress, sixty-five bills introduced—for 
what? To divide the public lands indiscriminately 
amongst canals, corporations, lunatic asylums, 
schools, and so forth. What do these corpora- 
tions propose to do with the lands? are to re- 
alize large sums of money out of those who actu- 
ally oceupy and cultivate the soil. And while 
we are presenting this aspect before the country, 
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having sixty-five bills before us to divide the public 


domain, the poor, landless, homeless man comes 
here and asks you to give him one hundred and 
sixty acres of land, that he may live upon it and 
cultivate it, and thereby become an independent 
man and an efficient citizen. 

Sir, let me say, before concluding, that I am 
glad that the State of Illinois has spoken on this 
subject through her Legislature, while she speaks 
on it through her Representatives on this floor. It 
is the first gun which has been fired, so far as Le- 


gislatures are concerned; but I can tell gentlemen | 


that it will not be the last. Assoon as we can get 


up a sufficient agitation on this question to direct | 


public attention to it, and the people begin to un- 
derstand it, and to see how the public domain is 
going, they will have this law registered upon 
their statute book. 


discussion on the subject until within the last few 


months; but, although there has been silence, this | 


proposition has been steadily making its way in 
the public mind; and, from the vast number of let- 
ters that I have seen, and that have been written 
to me on the subject, I*am satisfied that the coun- 
try is laying hold of it. And, sir, although it has 
been denounced as demagogism, we find, in va- 
rious portions of the United States, that men of 
the most commanding influence and of eminent 
popularity, are coming forward to the rescue of 
this great measure. 


I said, Mr. Speaker, that I had but a few words || 


to say; but before [ sit down I call upon those who 


look to the welfare of their constituents—I call | 
upon those who have any desire to extend and | 


sustain the interests of the working man—TI call 
upon those who are willing to stand by the labor 
and interest of the country, to protect and encour- 
age the agricultural interest—which is the basis, 
the sub-stratum, upon which all others rest—to 
aid me in the effort to establish the policy of this 
bill. 

Mr. CASEY (Mr. Jonnson yielding the floor) 
said: I was not present, Mr. Speaker, although a 
member of the Committee on Agriculture, when 
this report was agreed to. I took no part in its 
consultations on this subject, and I wish to ask 
the gentleman from Tennessee if a majority of 
that committee agreed to this report? 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
committee in session authorized me to report this 
bill precisely as it is, and that the committee out 
of session has authorized me to do it again and 

ain, 

Mr. HILLIARD. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to 
inquire whether the bill is now upon its passage? 

he SPEAKER. The motion pending before 
the House is to refer the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and that it 
be printed; and should the House vote this down, 
the question will then be upon the engrossment 
and the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HILLIARD. 
to address the House upon the merits of this bill; 
but not expecting it to be brought up so early in 
the session, | am not now prepared to do so so 
fully as I could wish. Under such circumstances 
I can only hope for the indulgence of the House 
in presenting a few remarks to their attention. I 
will take occasion, however, to say that I regard 
this as an import&nt measure, and one that pre- 
sents itself to the feelings of the whole American 
people; I believe that it proposes the true system 
for the disposition of the public lands. 

TheSPEAKER. Has the gentlemanfrom Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jounson] concluded his remarks? 

Mr. JOHNSON was understood to say that he 
had not. . 

Mr. HILLIARD. If the gentleman has not 
concluded his remarks, I will not at present con- 
tinue my remarks. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Hitxiarp] can proceed. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I was about to say, Mr. 
ae that I shall not now long detain the 

ouse, as I am perfectly aware of its anxiety to 
proceed to business: neither do I conceive it ne- 
cessary todo so. But I desire distinctly to say, 
that I look upon this as a great measure, whether 


it presents itself to the popular favor as an act of 


favor or an act of justice. I regard it really and 


sincerely as the true system for disposing of the 
faatles In my opinion, the Government 


public 


Since this measure was first | 
advocated, or brought forward here six years ago, | 
it is true that there has not been a great deal of | 


I will simply say that the | 


I had intended at some time | 
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_should never be a land-owner; the Government | 
'should enjoy its wealth by making its citizens 
| rich, and by spreading an industrious, active, and 
| hardy population over the unsettled tracts that are 
| now uncultivated, and in which the Government 
is a great land-owner. It will make the people 
/more prosperous; it will do more to make the | 
Government prosperous than any other system 
you can adopt or introduce. 1 , 
|| Sir, what is the source of national wealth? Not 
1 in holding lands for sale through a long series of | 
|| years, whilst thousands and hundreds of thou- | 
| sands who are without homes would be glad to | 
| have them. 
The true policy is, to give every man a home, 
|, and to make it his interest to improve and culti- 
|| vate the land, to dwell there, to rear his children 
there, to build up school-houses, to erect churches; 
and when you have done that, you have done 
|| more towards laying the basis of national prosper- 
ity than by any‘system that you can adopt, no 
matter if you can sell the lands after a while for 
| much larger prices than are now asked for them. 
As I before said, I do not intend to press this 
| question now. [am not prepared to do so; but 
I can be prepared, and I pledge myself to be pre- | 
| pared, to show that the large body of public land 
now held by the Government ought to be given to 
the people, as a source of revenue, independent of 
every other consideration which addresses itself to 
the legislator who takes a nobler, a larger view of 
| the condition of the people. And therefore, sir, I 
trust the House will consider this matter as ad- | 
dressing itself to them by the strongest considera- 
tions which can appeal to them. I believe that we 4 
shall have no solid revenue system until the pub- | 
lic lands are out of view as a system of revenue. | 
| Mr. AVERETT, (interposing.) I would ask 
| the gentleman from Alabama, and the other friends 
of this bill, who are calling it a people’s bill, 
| whether they do really design to give these lands 
| to the people, or whether they design to take away 
| that which belongs to the whole, and confine their 
| beneficence exclusively to a part, to the express 
exclusion of the rest? 
|| Mr. HILLIARD, (in continuation.) So far as I 
am concerned individually, I wish to give it to the 
| people in the largest sense. I wish to have this 
| land settled, and cultivated, and occupied; and I do 
not hesitate to say that my object is not so much 
to benefit these people individually as to benefit the 
country at large, and to render the Government it- 
self more prosperous. It gives usa higher, a larger, 
/a nobler future than we can have if we thus pro- 
vide homes for the homeless for their own benefit 
'alone. I believe it is the wisest system that can be 
adopted. I look to the Government to become 
| prosperous through the people. Whenever we 
find a healthy-toned and wealthy population, we 
|| find a prosperous Government. Provide for the 








| less, and who therefore take no interest in and con- 

| tribute nothing to support the Government, and 
you convert this useless class into good citizens. 

| You give them a direct interest in their country; 

‘and whilst you strengthen the ties between the 

Government and them, you at the same time add 

to the prosperity and power of the former. 

I was going on to say, when I was interrupted, 
|| that you can have ne permanent tariff system with- 
out this measure is edopted. I prefer to look to 
|, the custom-houses for our revenue. They yielda 
direct amount of money to the Government, and 
are a great advantage in other respects to our peo- 
ple by the protection which the duties thus levied 
afford to those interested in manufactures. 

I say, then, that whether you regard the pros- 
perity of the Government directly; whether you 
| regard an arrangement for a settled and stable rev- 
enue; whether you regard the actual condition of 
the people themselves; in every view that you can 
take of this measure, it addresses itself to the at- 
| tention of Congress, and ought speedily to become 

a law. 
Mr. CASEY. As a member of the Committee 
| on Agriculture, from which this bill is reported, I 
| have only to say that I know nothing of its pro- 
| visions; that it is a subject to which I have not 
turned my attention, and, upon consultation with 
several members of that committee, I find that they 
| are just in the same situation. I desire to say that 
I have not assented to this bill at all, and I have 
never seen it. 


Mr. JOHNSON, (interposing.) Do I under- 














| principles of non-distribution. 


large class of people who are roaming about home- , 
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stand the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that he 
has not assented to the bill, and that the majority 
of the committee have not assented to it? 

Mr. CASEY. I intended to say, that I have 
never been present during this session at any 
meeting of that committee, and I know not what 
the action of that committee has been. It may 
have occurred when I was absent. I will not pre- 
tend to say how that may be; but, Mr. Sotelan, 
I believe that this House is in about the same sit- 
uation us I find myself, and I therefore intend to 
move, before I take my seat, that this bill be either 
recommitted, or that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, It is 
a subject, as this House will perceive, of immense 
magnitude, and one that opens up to discussion 
and to consideration the whole subject of the 
Government land ttles, and the disposition of 
those public lands. 

Now, sir, I concur in the remarks made the 
other day by the distinguished gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] upon this subject of the 
disposition of the public lands; and every gentle- 
man from the old States, occupying a seat upon 
this floor, must have felt the force and weight of 
the remarks made by that gentleman. 

Mr. MEADE, (Mr. Casey yielding the floor.) 
I wish the gentleman from Pennsylvania rot to 
misunderstand my opinions upon this subject of 
the distribution of the public lands. On the oeca- 
sion to which he has referred I did not finish 
my speech. I intended to have remarked then, in 
the course of my speech, what, with the indul- 
gence of the gentleman, I will now say by way 
of explanation, 

I am opposed to the policy of distribution, and 
do not wish to see that policy enforced. But 
when [ find that those who originally were in fa- 
vor of that policy are making exceptions in favor 
of localities, I am either for pursuing it, or chalk- 
ing out some other line of policy that will appor- 
tion justice to all the States. 

I should prefer to bring back the friends of the 
West and Northwest to their allegiance to the 

lL had intended the 
other day to have shown to those gentlemen who 
support this policy, and who had been departing 
from the policy of non-distribution, how we had 
been making partial appropriations for objects 
that I believe do not come within the powers of 
Congress. 

If the policy of non-distribution is to be de- 
parted from, I am desirous that my portion, and 
that every portion of the country shall receive its 
proportion of the public lands; that the Atlantic 
States as well as the new States may receive their 
share of the benefit of these public lands. 

Mr. DISNEY, (Mr. Casey still yielding the 
floor.) I desire to make my acknowledgments to 
the gentleman from Virginia for opening up the 
subject which he has broached; and I also , ea 
to say that I shall avail myself of an early oppor- 
tunity to endeavor to state the account existing 
between the East and West, and shall proceed to 
try conclusions with gentlemen of the Atlantic 
States. 

Mr. MEADE. I should like my friend from 
Ohio [Mr. Disnex] to show me where any of the 
old States have received any of the benefits of the 
public lands whatever. I am desirous of seeing 
how he will make any account between the old 
and the new States. 

Mr. CASEY, (resuming.) The gentleman from 
Virginia and myself belong to different schools of 

volities, and take different views of public policy; 
os that circumstance does not prevent me from 
appreciating, as the Representative from one of the 
old States of this Union, the tendency and force 
of the remarks which he then made. We differed, 
our schools of politics differed a few years ago, as 
to the proper manner of distributing the public 
lands and their management. That line of policy 
which was marked out, as a po of a great Ameri- 
can system, I believe to be the true policy of this 
Government—the disposal of these public lands, 
and the graduation of the price of them, accordin 
to location, quality, and other circumstances. i 
| believe that to be the true policy of this Govern- 
ment, and the distribution of the proceeds of these 
public lands among all the States of this Union for 
the purpose—the great, the high, the noble purpose 
of education and internal improvements among 
| the people. I believe that to be the true policy, 
|| The gentleman, and those of his school of politica, 
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differed from us in that opinion; but that policy 
has been laid aside. We have not been able to 
carry it out; nevertheless, Iam now willing to go 
for the very best that can be got, under all the 
circumstances, and to make the best possible dis- 
position of these public lands. 


Mr. GREEN, (interrupting.) I wish to inquire 


| 
{ 
i 
} 


tics, to which the gentleman has just expressed | 


his adhesion, adopted the American system, and, 
as one of their principles, graduation ? 
that party ever supported graduation ? 
Mr. CASEY. i 
it comes up. 
is the disposal of the public lands; and the question 
simply is, whether the gentleman from Missouri, 
and those who are acting with him, shall have 
all those public lands for which all the States have 


hat subject can be settled when | 
W hat we have to do with at present | 


peid, or whether each portion of this country shall | 


iave its due proportion of the public lands. Next 
to the distribution of the proceeds among all the 
States, the true policy of 

believe—— 

Mr. GREEN, (again interposing.) I under- 
stood the gentleman to assert that graduation was 
one of his principles? 

Mr. CASEY. It is one of my principles. 

Mr. GREEN. 
gentleman or his party has ever advocated it, on 
any occasion whatever ? 

Mr. CASEY. 1 will answer the gentleman. I 
have always advocated it. I do not care who has 
been against it, or who is for it. 
and have always been for it. I hope the gentle- 
man is answered. I wish to say that next to the 

rglicy of distributing the proceeds of the public 
ale among the different States, for the purpose 
of education and internal improvements, I be- 
lieve the true policy of this Government is to sell 
the lands off, and to put the proceeds into the 
Treasury, for the purpose of paying the national 
debt under which we are now eased, instead of 
devoting these public lands to local purposes and 
local improvements of no great national concern, 
and in which the State in which they are situated, 
or the county, or the district, or the locality, for 
which these appropriations are made, is alone in- 
terested. 


| not now say that 


great changes and improvements, and for the pur- 
pose of establishing a sound, healthy, uniform 
system of public education in the States, which 


will diffuse its benefits and blessings for all time | 
| to come among our people. 
express any opposition to the present bill. 
| say that lam ignorant of its contents, of its ob- | 


i} 


of the gentleman when the party, or school of poli- | 


I am not disposed to 


1 will 


will vote against this bill after 


jects, of its principles, and of its details. 


| it has been properly discussed, canvassed, and ar- 


When has || 


this Government is, [ || 


ranged, so as to meet the objects which I believe 


the gentleman from Tennessee has in view, for | 
the purpose of benefiting the homeless, the house- | 
| less, and the landless. I am the very last man || 


upon this floor that would deny the benefits and 
bt 

erty to the houseless and homeless poor. 
say, in the first place, devote a proper portion of 
these lands to making internal improvements; de- 
vote a proper portion of them to the purposes of en- 
dowing colleges, academies, and common schools, 
and diffuse the benefits and blessings of education 
among all classes of our people. Educate and 


'| enlighten the masses; teach them to know what 


I wish to inquire whether the | 


lam for it now, | 


The true policy is to throw the proceeds | 


of the public lands into the public Treasury, and | 


pay our debts with them. 


That policy is, however, now impracticable, and 


has been rendered so for at least twenty years to 
come. We shall receive scarcely a dollar of rev- 


enue from these public lands for the next twenty | 


years, owing to the bounty land system which 
we have adopted. I go now for the appropriation 
of these lands to great national purposes, if you 
please. For the purpose of making a great high- 
way across the continent—a highway not only 
for the United States, but a highway for all the 
nations of the earth. Not for the purpose of a 
railroad from St. Louis out into the woods. I go 
for a great national concern, I say that it is but 
right and just upon the part of the new States 
here who are asking for large appropriations, not 
only of public lands, but also large appropriations 
of money for rivers and harbors, and for every 
other conceivable object, that they should concede 
to us, who have been paying for the last sixty 
years—from the very foundation of the Govern- 
ment—appropriations of money, which have gone 
to purchase these public lands, to give consert to 
give some appropriations to the old States. 

Where has the money been derived from that 
has been paid out of the public Treasury for the 
sayment of Indian annuities; for the payment of 
Indian treaties; for annexation with the Indians 
for the protection of the frontier? Sir, out of the 
general Nveseury these lands have been purchased, 
and now we havea system advocated, aye, and 
strenuously advocated, too, (and we have been 
told that it shall be forced upon us after the pres- 
ent census and next apportionment takes place) 
they tell us that they will have the power, and 
that they will compel us to yield to them; that 
they will not ask us for the public lands—that they 
will take them. 

Well, now, Mr. Speaker, if this is the system 
that is to be adopted, I am for dividing them 
among the different States, and letting the States 
apply them for such purposes as they may think 
proper. 
internal improvement, of facilitating intercommu- 
nication between the different States, of making 


'| ate discussion of this question. I am not prepared | 
to do so at this time. 


But let them be devoted to purposes of || 


is their true dignity and destiny, and then you fit 


‘them to be occupants of the soil, and useful citi- 


zens of the country. 


Mr. Speaker, I promised before I sat down to 
move either to recommit this bill or 


The SPEAKER. TheChair states to the gen- 


| tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Casey] that a 


motion is now pending, made by the gentleman 


from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] to refer this bill to | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and to print it. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I do not propose, 
Mr. Speaker, to enter into any elaborate discus- 


| sion of the principles involved in the bill introduced 


by my friend from Tennessee. I propose how- 
ever, to defend it very briefly against what I con- 
ceive, from the demonstrations thus far made, to be 
the misapprehensions of gentlemen from all parts 
of the country. There seems to be a prevailing 
notion, that the older States of the Union have 
as great, and even greater claims upon the lands 


_jying within the limits of the new States, than the 


/to the most fertile and productive States in the || 


new States have themselves. In coming to this 
conclusion, it strikes me that gentlemen overlook 
a very important consideration; and that is, that 
the emigrant population, the pioneer population, 
who go into the wilderness and subdue and con- 
vert it into an agricultural country, thereby acquire 
something more than an interest in the spot of 
earth, which they purchase from Government. 
Sir, who was it that made all the States of the 
West what they are now? Who was it that 


snatched the great State of Ohio from a dreary | 


wilderness, and made it one of the most flourishing 
States of the Union? Who was it that convert- 
ed the wildernesses of Mississippi and Alabama 
from what they were a quarter of a century ago, 


Union? Was it the slothful population in the old 
States, who remained where they were? or was it 
an enterprising people who cut loose from the worn- 
out fields of Virginia and Pennsylvania, made their 
way through the wilderness, reared their cabins, 
cut down forests, and converted the wilderness 
into a garden? And shall we be told, that these 
people shall have their enterprise rewarded in no 
higher degree than by the little spot of earth pur- 


| chased from the Government at twice its real 


value, and which they have made productive and 
fruitful, by the labor which they have bestowed 
upon it? I undertake to say, that there is not an 
acre of land in the country now in a state of cul- 


tivation, that is worth the value of the labor that || 


| has been betowed upon it, unless it be near a city 


_a good bargain in giving these lands to anybody || 


or in some such favorable locality. Sir, you make 


who will go and take possession of them and cul- 


| tivate them, for you are thereby increasing the 
| aggregate wealth of the nation, adding something 
_to your commerce, increasing the national pros- 


perity and the importance of the States, and above 


all, increasing the independence of your popula- | 


tion. 
But, sir, I do not propose to go into an elabor- 


But I propose, before I sit 
down, to offer a substitute, which I ask the read- 
ing of, after which, I desire to make a brief ex- 


|| planation of its provisions, 
‘| The following: is the proposed amendment: 


| 
| 
| 
'| tives of the United States of America in Congress assem. 


I only |) 


essings of this Government and its landed _— 
ut I | 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


| bled, That the laws now fn force, granting preémption to 
actual settlers on the public Jands, shall continue until oth- 
| erwise ordered by Congress, and that the same be extended 
| to all the Territories of the United States. 
| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, the rights of preémptors shall be per- 
petuated : that is to say, persons acquiring the right of pre- 
emption shall retain the same without disturbance, and 
without payment of any kind to the United States, but on 
these conditions: First, the preémptor shall not sell, alien- 
| ate, or dispose of his or her right for aconsideration, and ir 
he or she voluntarily abandons one preémption and claims 
another, no right shall be acquired by such claim, unti| 
the claimant shall first have testified, under oath, be 
fore the register of the land office when the claim is pre- 
ferred, that he or she has voluntarily abandoned his or her 
original preémption, and that no consideration, reward or 
| payment of any kind has been received, or is expected, dj- 
rectly or indirectly, as an inducement for such abandon- 
| ment; and any person who shall testify falsely in such case, 
shall be deemed guilty of perjury. Second: Any person 
| claiming and holding the right of preémption to lands under 
|| this act, may be required by the State within which the 
| same lies, to pay taxes thereon in the same manner, and to 
the same extent, as if he or she owned the said land in fee 
| simple; and in case such lands are sold for taxes, the pur- 
chaser shall acquire the right of preémption only. Third: 
Absence of the preémptor and his family for six consecu- 
tive months, shall be deemed an abandonment, and the 
| land shall, in such case, revert to.the United States, and be 
| subject to the same disposition as other public lands. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That lands preémpted, 
and the improvemenis thereon, shall not be subject to exe- 
| cution sale, or othtr sale for debt; and all contracts made 
| in reference thereto, intended in anywise to alienate the 

right, or to embarrass or disturb the preémptor in his or her 
| occupancy, shall be absolutely null and void. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the preémptor 
may, at any time, at his or her discretion, enter the lands 
preémpted, by paying therefor to the proper officer of the 
United States one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in case of the 
preéinptor’s death, if a married man, his right shall survive 
to his widow and infant children, but the rights of the older 
children shall cease as they respectively come of age, or 

| when they reach the age of twenty-one years; in all cases 
the right of preémption shall remain in the youngest child. 
| And in case of the death of both father and mother, leaving 
an infant child or children, the executor, administrator, or 
guardian, may at any time within twelve months after such 
death, enter said preémpted lands in the name of said in- 
fant child or children, or the said preémption, together with 
| the improvements on the lands, may be deemed property, 
| and as such, sold for the benefit of said infants, but for no 
other purpose, and the purchaser may acquire the right of 
| the deceased preémptor by such purchase. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Mississippi, that amendments are 
not in order pending the motion to commit. 


Mr GREEN. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
| sissippi yield me the floor a few moments? 

Mr. BROWN. I will yield it for the purpose 
| of explanation. 

Mr.GREEN. I wish to make a few remarks 
in reference to the question now before the House; 
but if the floor is yielded for explanation only, | 
do not suppose it would authorize all that I desire 
to say. 

Mr. BROWN, I will yield the floor to the 
gentleman, if I may be allowed to resume it after- 
wards. 

Mr. GREEN. What I desire to say is, that 
this bill seems to give rise to a discussion on the 
| general subject, as to the propriety of disposing of 

the public lands in the manner indicated in it. 
There may be many reasons, and there doubtless 
are, for supporting a bill of this description. For 
_ myself, I believe that Congress has the undoubted 
power, not only to ro- such a bill, making any 
disposition of the public lands that it believes will 
most conduce to the public interest, but with a 
| view, also, of increasing the resources of the Treas- 
_ury; and this, I think, can be accomplished with- 
out injury to the interests of the community at 
large. It is on this same principle, to effect the 
same general good for the country, that grants 
have been asked of Government to aid in internal 
| improvements in the States, Sir, these grants 
have never been asked as a boon, as a mere gift, 
or as a drain upon the public Treasury. 
| Mr. BROWN. I would like to indulge my 
friend from Migsouri, but I shall lose my right to 
| the floor if I allow him to proceed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from Missouri occupies the floor by 
the courtesy of the House and with the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. BROWN. If Iam not to lose my right to 
_ the floor, I have no objection to his continuing his 


|| remarks. 


| Mr. GREEN. 


It is with reference to what 


| transpired between the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
|| vania (Mr. Casey] and myself that I wish to make 
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thisexplanation. He seems to misunderstand the 
position which we western men occupy. We do 
not support this scheme because it is a boon to 
the poor people of the country, but because, while 
it is a favor to those who are not able to buy land, 
it is at the same time a wise disposition on the 
part of the General Government, as a great land- 
owner, the balance retained by the Government 
being rendered more valuable by such a disposi- 
tion. It is, moreover, condusive to the best inter- 
ests of the country that these lands should be 
settled, and in a state of successful cultivation, 
and yielding their thousands of products, the con- | 
sequence of which must be felt in the general com- | 
merce of the country, in the return trade, in 
consumption, and in the duties paid on that con- 
sumption. 

But the gentleman says that he desires that the 
State of Pennsylvania shall have the same given 
to her as to other States while we are parcelling 
out the public lands. In reply to him I say, that 
we are not parcelling them out, but that we are 
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making a wise and systematic use of them. And || 
let me ask the gentleman this How did 


question: 

his State; how did South a how did Vir- 
ginia; how did every other State acquire a title to 
the public lands lying within their limits? 

Mr. CASEY. Does the gentleman wish for an 
answer? i 

Mr. GREEN. I will answer it, and leave the 
gentleman to answer me some other questions 
which I shall have to put to him. I say they ac 

uired the title by the joint efforts of the original 
chirsesss colonies. Not by Virginia alone; not by 
the efforts of Pennsylvania alone; nor by the ef- 
forts of Massachusetts, or the wide-extended do- 
, main of Maine alone, all of which enjoyed the 
) benefits. It did not result from the prowess of 
Massachusetts, or the great power of Virginia 
alone, but from the united efforts and patriotism 
, of the thirteen colonies, who expended their joint 
blood and joint treasure in the struggle, involving 
a debt of $120,000,000. And when the parent 
: Government acknowledged, as the result of their 
, joint efforts, the independence of these colonies, 

the title to the States belonged severally to the 

: respective sovereignties. 
When Virginia made donations of these vast 
northwestern States, (for which she has my 
thanks,) she still retained the balance unappro- 
priated by private grants: that balance being the 
result also of the joint efforts of the thirteen ori- | 
ginal colonies. That debt was the debt of the 
States belonging in a comparative degree to the 
people of Virginia. So with regard to the people 
of Pennsylvania, of Massachusetts, and the peo- 
ple of every other of the thirteen States. And, 
sir, they have all enjoyed the benefits arising from 
this independence, and all have taken their full 
proportion of the debt incurred, and contributed 
their full proportion in the acquisition of this title. 
And when we ask some little favor, not a boon, 
but a distribution which will mak these vast do- 
mains really public lands 

Mr. CASEY, (interrupting.) I wish to tell the 
gentléman, that so far as the State of Pennsylvania 
is concerned, Pennsylvania purchased the whole 
of her soil, and has paid every dollar for it. 

Mr. GREEN. Stop a minute: I have a reply 
to make. The title of the States to the lands 
contained in them acquired from the Indians, is 
simply the usufruct, not the fee simple. That (the 
latter) belonged to the sovereign. When Penn- 
sylvania bought these lands of the Indians, she 
bought the usufruct only, not the fee simple, for 
that belonged to the Crown; and when the inde- 
pendence of the States was acknowledged, the fee 
simple passed into the hands of the States, not to 
the State of apr sae alone. 

’ Mr. CASEY. I should like to inform the gen- 
tleman how Pennsylvania paid. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
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Missouri yield the floor to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania? 

: Mr.GREEN. Not at present. 

. Mr. CASEY. I only wish to say—— 

. The SPEAKER. Where gentlemen decline to | 
yield the floor, ny must not be interrupted. 

, Mr. CASEY. raise the point of order, that 

P the gentleman from Missouri cannot proceed with 
the remarks he is making. 

t The SPEAKER. If the point of order is raised, 

, the gentleman from Missouri cannot proceed. 

e 


r. GREEN. 


I will make my remarks come | 


‘ 





” 


| Whig committees. 
| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, of which 
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strictly within the leave granted, if what I have 
been saying was not so. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania insists on the point of order, the gentle- 
man from Missouri can only proceed in explana- 


| tion of any remark? which have been made by the 
| gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Broww.] The 


rule is a strict one in reference to yielding the 
floor, that it shall be for personal explanation only. 
By the courtesy of the House these interruptions 
are indulged; but if the point of order is raised the 
Chair is obliged to enforce the rules. 

Mr. GREEN. If objection is made to what I 
have already said, I will make what I have to say 
further strictly within the rules. I had designed 


| to make some general remarks on this question, 
| but I will waive that and confine myself to the per- 


sonal matter between the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvaniaand myself. I understand the gentleman 
to say that he desires to come back to the ** Amer- 


| lean system,’’ and asa part of that American sys- 
| tem which is peculiarly advocated by the party and 


that school of politics to which he belongs, he in- 
stanced the graduation of the prices of the public 
lands. 

Now, sir, I wish to make this public declara- 
tion, that during the Thirtieth Congress, of which 
I was a member, and of which I believe the gen- 
tleman himself was also a member, (though I may 
be mistaken as to this,) we had a very honorable 
Whig Speaker, and as a necessary consequence, 
Numeroug petitions were re- 


I was a member, (the honorable Mr. Collamer, of 
Vermont, Postmaster General under the last Ad- 
ministration, being itschairman.) These petitions 


a hy for the graduation of the price of the public 


ands, which was originally advocated by the 
Democratic party, and opposed by the Whigs. 


| Mr. Collamer, under instructions from the com- 


mittee, made an elaborate report against that grad- 


| uation, and the report was sanctioned by the 


House. There was no counter-report of, or ac- 
tion taken by, the minority of the committee. I 
now ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. A portion of the 
committee, at least, were in favor of it. I myself 
was very much in favor of it. 

Mr. GREEN. Then why did you not vote for 
it? Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman 
when 


Mr. WHITE. 





I 


I rise to a point of order. 


| submit that the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 


Brown] can only yield the floor for explanation. 
TieSPEAKER. As theChair has before ruled, 

the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Green] can 

only address the House by way of explanation. 

Mr. GREEN. If the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi cannot allow me to proceed, I will conclude 
my remarks. 

Mr. BROWN. So far as I am concerned, it is 
with great pleasure that I have allowed my friend 
from Missouri to proceed, and I have no doubt 
that it has been to the satisfaction of the House. 
I can only express my regret that he has not been 
allowed to continue his remarks. I should like, 
as a part of my argument, to have the bill intro- 


| duced by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jounson] read. 


The Cuierk read the bill. 


Mr. BROWN continued. I do not entirely 


| concur in the objects of this bill, but rather than 
| do nothing, I would vote for it. 


But I do not 
| think that it is the true policy of this Government 
| to give to individuals an absolute title to the land, 
| authorizing them to dispose of it as they think 
| proper. I do not feel that this Government is un- 
der any obligation to do that. 

Mr. BURT (interposing) inquired if the morn- 
| ing hour had expired? . 

The SPEAKER said that there were one or 
two minutes remaining. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. As the morning 
| hour has so nearly expired, t will not attempt to 
continue my remarks at this time. 
| 


| DEFICIENCY BILL. 
| On motion by Mr. BURT, the rules were sus- 


'| pended, and the House resolved itself into Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| (Mr. Meape in the chair.) 

Messrs. HAYMOND, MARSHALL, HAR- 
A.LSON, and MOORE, addressed the committee 
| in regard to the execution of the bounty land law , 
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by the Third Auditor and the Commissioner of 
Pensions; and Mr. MeCLERNAND addressed 


the committee on a proposition to reorganize the 


State Department. 


[Their remarks will be found in the Appendix.] 

On motion by Mr. HALL, the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the committee [Mr. Megane} reported 
that the committee had had under consideration 
the state of the Union generally, and the special 
order (the deficiency bill) in particular, and had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

On motion by Mr. EWING, the House then 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to appropriate committees : 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of H. N, Cur- 
tis and 208 other citizens of Rochester, New York, praying 
for the passage of a bill giving further remedies to protect 
patentees against violations of their right in the Canadas. 

By Mr. DUNCAN: The memorial of Moses Davenport 
and other merchants of Newburyport, Massachusetts, ask 
ing an appropriation fer piers and buoys in the Harbor of 
Newburyport. 

By Mr. FULLER: The memorial and petition, accom 
panied by plans, of the Mayor and citizens of Georgetown, 
D. C., praying for a police force—the extension of Penn 
sylvania avenue, so as to intersect with Bridge street-—qus 
lights up Bridge and High streets, and for a supply of water 
from the Great Falls of the Potomac river. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Henry O. McBnery, 
John H. Durkgrave, and J. B. Tilhiol, praying for an act to 
grant them compensation for locating military bounty land 
warrants and Choctaw Indian land scrip. 

By Mr. WHITTLESEY: The memorial of Beman Gates, 
William F. Curtis, and others, citizens of Washington 
county, Ohio, asking Congress to remove the impediments 
to a free navigation around the falls of the Ohio river. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Joseph N. Schoo! 
field, administrator of Robert Roe, deceased, praying for the 
passage of alaw authorizing the sale and transfer of the 
land warrant of the said Roe. 

Also, the memorial of James Ashby and others for the 
satisfaction of Virginia military land warrants. 


IN SENATE. 
Tucrspay, January 23, 1851. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Department of 
War, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
17th instant, calling for copies of all correspond- 
ence, communications, &c., on file in that De- 
partment, touching the expediency of constructing 
a military road from Dubuque to Fort Clarke, in 
Iowa; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from the 
inhabitants of Minnesota Territory, asking that 
the reserved lands around Fort Snelling, not needed 
for military purposes, may be granted to said Ter- 
ritory, to be sold at auction to the highest bidder 
who shall settle thereon, and that a portion of the 
proceeds be appropriated for purposes of educa 
tion and public improvements; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DOWNS presented resolutions passed by 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 
Orleans, in favor of increasing the salary of the 
United States District Judge at Key West: which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a memorial from the heirs of Richard 
Nickerson, asking the confirmation of the title of 
a certain tract of land entered by said Nickerson; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a memorial from the late and present re- 
ceivers of the land office at Monroe, in the State 
of Louisiana, asking additional compensation for 
the entry of military bounty land warrants; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from the 
Ouvrier Circle of the ‘‘Brotherhood of the Union,’’ 

yraying that the public lands may be granted in 
imited quantities to actual settlers not possessed 
of other lands; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. W. also presented numerous other memo- 
rials on the same subject from New York, Wil- 
liamsburg, and other places; which were referred 
to the same committee. 

Mr. DICKINSON submitted a document from 
Jordan L. Mott, in behalf of the true inventors 
of the United States, on the subject of the bill to 
amend the patent laws now before the Senate; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 
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Mr. EWING presented a petition from citizens 
of Belmont county, in the State of Ohio, ask- 


[| 


ing a reduction of the rates of postage to one cent | 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads. 


Mr. SEWARD presented two memorials from | 
inventors and other citizens of New York, asking | 


amendment of the patent laws or 
) 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Also, a petition from citizens of St. Clairsville, | 


New York, asking a reduction ef the rates of 

postage; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, from citizens of Sharon county, Ohio, 

asking the immediate repeal of the late act of 


Congress for the recapture of fugitive slaves; | 


which Mr. S. moved to refer to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, it was or- | 


dered that it be laid on the table. 


Mr. CASS presented a memorial from certain | 


officers of the Army, asking a modification of the || 


provisions of the act granting brevet rank and | 


additional pay. to non-commissioned officers and || 
certificates of merit and extra pay to soldiers || 


who should distinguish themselves in the service; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented resolutions of the | 


Legislature of the State of Illinois, in the shape of 


instruction to their Senators and request to their || has constructed ap apparatus with which he is 
Representatives, in favor of the passage of a law || 


granting a donation of land to aid in the construc- 


tion of the Mount Carmel and New Albany rail- | 


road; which were ordered to lie on the table and |: 


Le printed. 


Also, resolutions of the same Legislature in favor | 
of granting land to any landless head of a family | 


that will settleand cultivate the same; which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


GEORGETOWN WATER AND POLICE REGULA- | 


TIONS. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


I am requested to pre- | 


sent a petition from citizens of Georgetown, which | 


is very numerously signed. 
the names, but it seems to me there are enough to 


include all the male inhabitants above twenty-one || 
The object of the memorial is four- || 
nlace, they take the suggestion | 


vears of age. 
fold. In the first } 
made by the Saal tees of the United States in re- 
lation to the supplying of this city with water, and 


they suggest that the water can be brought from | 


ferred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 


ge | immediate consideration. 
and the abolition of the franking privilege; which || 





bia, and hope that they will take the matter into 


It was so referred. 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY, WASHINGTON. 
Mr. WALKER. I wish to present the petition 


| of the Mayor and Common Council of the city of || 
that the bill now pending before the Senate for the || 
become a law; 


Washington, and citizens of Georgetown, praying 
Congress to grant an act of incorporation for a 
manufacturing company in the District of Colum- 
bia. I have examined the petition, and though I 
have but a very limited acquaintance in the two 
cities, so far as my knowledge of individuals here 
for reputation is concerned, I am inclined to think 
that some of the first citizens of these places have 
signed it. I see the names of the Mayor and 
members of the Council, Mr. Riggs, and various 
other persons of general reputation upon it, and 
from an examination of the memorial, which is 
simply fora charter for a manufacturing company, 
I am at present inclined to favor it, and therefore 
I move its reference to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
It was so referred. 


AERIAL NAVIGATION. 

Mr. WALKER. I have also the petition of 
Mr. Rufus Porter, upon a subject which was | 
brought to the attention of the Senate the other 
day by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dovetas]— | 
aerial navigation. Mr. Porter represents that he 


enabled to navigate the air, by combining steam 
with it; that he has tested it to his own satisfac- 
tion, and challenged the world to contradict him 
upon it. He expresses himself with great confi- 
dence as to its practicability, and asks that that 
may be done to him whieh was done to Professor | 
Morse and Professor Page: that an appropriation | 
be made to enable him to demonstrate it to the | 
world. I will say, asI said to the petitioner, that | 
it looks to me very much like a matter of air, and, 
whatever steam combined with it may do, I think 
a practical illustration will be necessary to satisfy 
the world. I move thereference of the memorial, 


| according to his request, however, to the Commit- | 


I have not counted | 


the Bie Falls of the Potomac: and they request | 


that it may be conveyed from that place to this city 
through the city of Georgetown, that they may 


have the advantages of watering their city, if that || 


project shall be carried out, upon such terms as | 


Congress may think proper. + 


‘ . . | 
They then pray for certain improvements; the | 


extension of the avenue to their city, and a bridge 
across Rock creek, connecting it with Bridge street, 
in Georgetown. They then pray for an enlarge- 
ment of the city guard, an enlargement of the 
police established by Congress heretofore, and ask 


that other benefits may be extended to their city. | 


In regard to the latter subject, I ask leave to read 
the following extract from a letter which I received 


yesterday, dated the 22d, stating certain facts with | 
which the Senate of the United States and the 


country should perhaps be acquainted: 


‘<1 presume you are aware of the fact that a very serious | 


fire riot has taken place in our city within the last week, 


with probably fatal results to innocent persons, and which | 


could not be suppressed for the want of a sufficient number 
of officers, of which the city is entirely deficient. 
have laws for the punishment of crimes, with scarcely any 
officers to arrest offenders. After the riot of Thursday 





We | 


through the day, it was kept up or renewed in the night. || 


The “ Union” and “ Franklin” engine houses, both the | 
property of the United States, were attacked by mobs and | 
considerably injured, which resulted inthe shooting of sev- | 
eral persons in the public streets, endangering the lives of | 


all who were innocently passing from their places of busi- || 


ness. Not content with what had already been done, the 
engine house ef the Columbia Fire Company, situated on 
Capitol hill, also the property of the Government, was set 
on fire during Sunday night, and totally consumed, and the 
apparatus much injured by the incendiaries. So that you 
will perceive that Government property is quite as liable to 
these wanton attacks as the property of individuals; and 


hence the necessity of a larger number of watchmen for the 
protectien of our eity.”? 


I state these facts, which I have derived from 
this correspondent, in connection with the facts 
set out in this memorial, and I ask that the peti- 
tion with the accompanying papers may be re- 
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tee on Commerce. 
It was so referred. 


SALARY OF A DISTRICT JUDGE. 
Mr. HALE. I hold in my hand a petition, | 


which I wish to present to the Senate, and ask for || 


it the consideration of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which I shall move to refer it, praying 
that the salary of the Judge of the United States 


District Court for the district of New Hampshire || 


may be raised. And here let me be indulged for 


a moment in stating that the salary of that district || 


judge is the lowest that is paid any other district 


| judge in the United States, and is entirely inade- 


quate to his support, It is much lower than that 
paid to the State judges. 
Mr. DAYTON. Permit me to remind the Sen- | 
ator that a memorial on that subject is already be- 
fore that committee, and has been placed in my 
charge for consultation with the Senator, which 
will be acted upon as soon as he makes the neces- | 
sary representation of facts tothe committee. The | 
simple fact that this gentleman’s salary is lower | 
than the salary of any other man cannot of itself 
entitle him to an increase. There must obviously 
be something beyond that; if entitled, it is by | 
reason of the amount of business. I move thatit 
lie on the table, as the subject is already before the 
comunittee, 


Mr. HALE. 


I wish to state to the Senator that | 
he is mistaken in supposing that there is another 


memorial. There is no memorial, but simply an | 
amendment to the resolution introduced by the 
Senator from California. 
referred, 
Mr. DAYTON. I have no objection. 
It was referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. 


Mr. BENTON. 


I have a petition to present, | 


| very numerously signed by citizens of Voniteau, | 
in the State of Missouri, praying that a grant of 
| land may be made to aid in the construction of a 


| 


railway to the western frontier of that State. They | 
give several reasons in favor of the application | 


| which they make, one of which is, that the United 


States now own twenty-nine millions of acres of un- | 


sold lands in that State, and that there never has |) tlement of theaccountsof John C. Bergh, 
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| been appropriated in Missouri by Congress 


I think it had better be | 


|| The bill directs the Secretary 


Jan. 23, 


but 
| five hundred thousand acres for any object of the 


kind. They think, therefore, that their memorial 
is entitled to consideration. I move that, without 
reading, it be referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. 
| It was so referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Anna 
McLean, widow of an officer that died in service, 
asking to be allowed a pension, submitted a report 
in writing, which was ordered to be printed, ask- 

| ing to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the same; which was agreed to. 

Aiso, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the petition of 
Jesse McKinley, asking that his treatise on phono- 
typy may be oo in common type with the 
Declaration of Independence annexed in the pho- 

| notypealphabet, reported against printing the same; 
| which was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of John Ham- 
ilton, asking bounty land for services during the 
Mexican war, submitted a report in writing, ask- 
ing to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the same, on the ground that his case was 
already covered by the act of September 28, 1850; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which the subject was referred, reported a bill 
in addition to and amendatory of the act entitled 

| ** An act to provide for the settlement of the ac- 

| counts of public officers and others who may have 
received money arising from military contribu- 
tions or otherwise in Mexico, approved the 3d 
March, 1849;”’ which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of William 
Tell Zollickoffer, asking to be allowed a pension 
for services during the Mexican war, submitted a 
report in writing recommending that the prayer 
of the petitioner be rejected; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 


|, referred House bill No. 74, being the bill for the 


relief of Avery Downer, reported back the same 
without amendment, with a recommendation that 
it do not pass; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the petition of Ann Dodd, widow of a 
revolutionary soldier, submitted a report in writing 
declaring it inexpedient to grant her prayer, and 
asking to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the same; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of James Tarrant, asking a 


| pension, to which his father was entitled, asked 


to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of John B. Barton, and the other 
surviving children of the late General William 
Barton. . 

The bill was read a first time and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. HALE. Task the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to consider the bill at this time. I wish 
to state that this is the case of a revolutionary 
soldier who was obliged to relinquish his invalid 
pension by the construction which the Depart- 


|| ment put upon the act of 1828. Congress, in 1830, 


passed an explanatory act, deciding that construc- 
'tion wrong. In repeated instances Congress has 
passed bills to remedy that construction in indi- 
vidual cases; and this bill is simply to apply a 
remedy to General Barton’s case. 
By unanimous consent the bill was read a sec- 
_ond time and considered by the Senateas in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
of the Interior to 
_ place the name of John D. Barton and the other 
surviving children of General William Barton, 


22d October, 1831, until the time of his death. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
_ amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. , 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 
| Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to 
"ask leave to bring in a bill authorizing a just set- 
ate one 














of the additional :paymasters in the United States 
Army. . ; aa ; 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to correct er- 
rors of location of bounty land warrants in favor 
of actual settlers. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Youna, their Clerk: 

“Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have 
passed a bill to enable Jacob Bauta to locate two revolution- 
ary bounty land warrants, in which they request the con- 
currence ofthe Senate.”’ 

The bill was then read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred tothe Committee on Pub- 


lic Lands. 





NAVY SURGEONS. 

The engrossed resolution to provide for placing 
medical officers of the Navy who rendered service 
on land upon the same footing with medical offi- 
cers of the Army for similar services, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The title was so amended as to read, ** A reso- 
lution to provide for placing certain medical officers 
of the Navy, who rendered service on land in 
Mexico, upon the same footing with medical offi- 
ders of the Army for similar services,” 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. DOUGLAS took occasion to state, that in 
the House of Representatives a day not far distant 
had been set apart for the consideration of business 
relating to the Territories, and hence he desired 
the Senate to take up and dispose of, that it might 
be considered in the House, a bill to pay the ex- 
penses of the Cayuse war. 

The PRESIDENT decided that the undisposed- 
of morning business was entitled to priority. 


DRY-DOCK ON THE PACIFIC. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
following resolution, which was submitted on Mon- 
day last by Mr. Ewrne: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire whether the clause in the first section of the act 
of September 28, 1850, providing for the construction of a 
sectional or balance floating dry-dock, basin, and railway 
at such harbor on the coast of the Pacific as the Secretary 
of the Navy may select, can be so amended and the plan 
so modified as to save a large amount of public money in 
the construction of the contemplated work, without detract- 
ing froin its utility. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to strike out the words 
‘‘ Committee of Finance,’’ and insert the words 
«* Committee on Naval Affairs.’’ I have consulted 
with the mover of the resolution, and he has given 
his consent. 

Mr. EWING. I consent to it, and it may be 
done, as a matter of course. 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
as amended was adopted. 

SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by 

Mr. Benton, was next taken up: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of suspending for a 
limited time the public or auction sales of the public lands, 
and authorizing during the same time the private sale by 
entry of all new lands surveyed and prepared for market, 
and proclaimed for entry by the President, at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre in money, in parcels not exceed- 
ing one hundred and sixty acres, and to actual settlers 
alone. 


Mr. BENTON. I move that that resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. I be- 
lieve the object of the resolution is apparent on its 
face. It grows out of facts communicated to the 
Senate. It is known that at the present time the 
speculators hold many of the military land war- 
rants which have been given by the Ginetnanent, 
and that when the public land sales are open they 
srevent bidders from purchasing from the United 

tates, by representing to them that they will let 
them have the same lands on better terms after the 
auction sales are over, either by some little discount 
or by giving a credit for them. In that way some 


of the finest lands in the world, in the heart of 


lowa, are exposed for sale day after day, for 
weeks together, without getting a solitary bid. It 
isa great evil. I think it is bad enough that 
ninety-five millions of acres of these public lands 
are to be given aver to the assignees of the sol- 
diers, and quite too bad that only new lands are to 


be taken in satisfaction of these warrants, 

I hold this to be a fraud on the law as it now 
stands. The law as it now stands says lands are 
not to be received in satisfaction of these warrants ! 
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until after the lands have been offered at auction; 
meaning until after the best have been sold out at 
auction. But the selling of any at auction is pre- 
vented, and thus the fresh lands are taken by 
| those warrants, and in fraud of the law as it now 
stands. 
The object of the resolution is to stop the spec- 
ulators from getting these lands, and to permit 
cultivators to get them. It is to suspend the pub- 
lic auction sales for a limited time, and, during the 
same time to permit actual settlers to enter them 
by paying one dollar and twenty-five cents anacre 
for them. Even if auction tales were fair, and 
| sales in reality, which they are not now, there 
would be no object, as we have seen from the re- 
| turns from the General Land Office, in undertaking 
to get more than one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre. But we all know perfectly well, from 
the returns from the Land Office, that, after deduct- 
ing the expense of the sales, the receipts do not 
amount to two cents per acre above the limited 
| price of the public lands. The chairman of the 
Committee on the Public Lands tells me that lam 
right in saying that we do not get in any way 
/more than two cents per acre above the limited 
price. There is, therefore, no object in attempt- 
ing to carry out the auction sales when we make 
| no money by it. [ am informed, since I spoke on 
this subject the other day, that these warrants are 
purchased by speculators at an average price of 
thirty-odd cents per acre. Now, sir, how can the 
United States contend with men who have got 
these warrants at an average of thirty-odd cents 
per acre? Iam not for allowing this practice to 
| continue; for, instead of taking the old lands, they 
| are taking fresh lands, and drive our officers and 
auctioneers from the ground. 
The resolution was then adopted. 





ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate to take up 
the bill 206 of the orders of the Senate, which is 
‘*¢ A bill to limit the liability of ship owners and 
for other purposes.’’ I believe that, of all the bills 
which have beth presented by the Committee on 
| Commerce, none have been asked to be made 
special orders. I have not asked that any should 
be made so before this time. This is a bill in 
which I feel a great interest, and one in which the 
owners of the shipping of the country take a deep 
interest. I hope there will be no objection to its 
being taken up. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I must ask 
| that that Territorial bill be taken up, as it is neces- 
sary that it should be considered here now on ac- 
count of the fact that a day has been fixed in the 
other House for the consideration of territorial 
| questions. I hope the Senator from Maine will 
give way; I am sure he will; he is a generous man. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I canonly say that this is the 
first request of the kind that [ have made of the 
Senate in relation to any bill reported from the 
| Committee on Commerce. If there are other Sen- 
| ators who can say the same with respect to bills 
of which they have charge, I will not insist on its 
being taken up. I think the Senator from Illinois 
cannot say so, though I will not make the decla- 
ration. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will not make any decla- 
ration with regard to it; but I think the Senator 
should not have made a motion to take up that bill 
pending a motion which I had made. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I was not aware that the Sen- 
ator had made a motion. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois 
had made a motion which was not at the time in 
order. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will withdraw my motion 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I then move that the prior 
orders be postponed with a view to take-up Senate 
bill No. 374, which is a territorial bill. 

Mr. SMITH. I really hope that members of 
the Senate will consent to have a disposition made 
of the French spoliation bill now. It has been 
before us an entire week, and I had hoped that the 
Senate would come to a vote upon it yesterday; 
but in consequence of the fact that a large part of 
the day was occupied by another subject, it be 
came impossible for us to get a vote upon it yes- 
terday. I am very apprehensive that if the bill 
suggested by the Senator from Illinoisis taken up, 
it will lead to a debate, and the whole day will be 
occupied in its consideration. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. { think a simple statement of 
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| the facts will satisfy every Senator that it is proper 


to take up the bill which 1 proposed. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


The Senate, as in Committeé of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the special order, being 
the bill to provide for the ascertainment and satis- 
faction of claims of American citizens for spolia- 
tions committed by the French prior to the 3ist of 
July, 1801. 

The PRESIDENT. The question pending is 
on the amendments made yesterday in Socnenneee 
of the Whole, which were to strike out the eleventh 
section of the bill, and so much of the ninth sec- 
tion as is necessary to make it correspond to the 
amendment made by striking out the saved Rec 
tion. The question will be taken on both together, 
unless a division is called for. 

Mr. TURNEY. lI ask that the vote may be 
taken first on concurring in the amendment made 
by striking out the eleventh section; and on that 
question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and were taken 
with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Bradbury, 
Clarke, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Downes, 
Ewing, Greene, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Mangum, Miller, 
Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, Shields, Smith, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, and 
Winthrop—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Butler, 
Cass, Chase, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dick- 
inson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Dougias, Feich, 
Foote, Hunter, Jones, King, Norris, Rhett, Rusk, Soule, 





| Turney, Walker, Whitcomb, ahd Y ulee—26. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT. The other amendment fol- 
lows of course. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have troubled the Senate 
with no suggestions of mine in relation to the 
merits of this bill, nor dol propose to do so now. 
I observe, however, that many of the northern 
papers which have come under my inspection 
within the last twenty-four hours have done both 
myself and my friend from Virginia [Mr. Hun- 
TER] great injustice through the telegraph. The 
very able and very learned speech which my friend 
made on this question has been attributed to my- 
self, thereby doing me very great injustice, and 
doing my friend equal injustice, because after a 


| careful and thorough examination of the facts, 


long since, I came to the conclusion that the sub- 
ject is one of great merit, and one which should 
receive the favorable action of this body, and my 
votes have uniformly corresponded with that opin- 
ion. 

I only rise to make this correction, because as 
that error has traveled through many of the pa- 
pers in the North, I desire that the correction may 
follow it. : 

Mr. BORLAND. [rise to offer an amendment 
to the bill in the first section. I move to strike 
out in the fourth and fifth lines of that section, 
the words ‘‘to an amount not exceeding five mil- 
lions of dollars.’’ 

The object of the amendment is to strike out 
the limit as to the amount proposed to be paid; 
and it rests upon this simple view of the case. If 
it be a debt which the United States honestly 
owes, it ought to be paid. The whole amount 
ought to be paid if due, without any limitation; 
and if it be not’such a debt, then we ought not to 
pay anything at all, in my opinion. I therefore 
wish to call the attention of the Senate to this fact, 
and upon this amendment I desire to have a vote 
of the Senate. 

I will assume that this is put on the ground of a 
debt which the United States actually owes to the 
claimants. The United States ought then to pay 
it to the last dollar which may be found to be due 
after a full investigation. And I will say, in the 
language of the Senator Virginia, [Mr. Huwrer,] 
‘if it be a gratuity, the United States is not in a 
condition to make a gratuity to that amount.” [t 
looks to me, in the terms of the bill, very much 
like the declaration of a bankrupt debtor to his 
creditor, who says: ‘‘I acknowledge I owe youa 
large amount, and I ask you to compound with 
me for about five or ten or twenty cents on a dol- 
lar.”” I am not willing to place the United States 
in such a position as that of saying, ‘* I acknow!l- 
edge in justice I owe you this debt, but I am un- 
able to pay you, and I wish you to compound with 
me on my paying you so much.” That is the 
ground of my objection. 
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Mr. HALE. ‘I have not troubled the Senate 
with any remarks on this subject since it has been 
under consideration. I know of but one individ- 
ual who will be benefited by the passage of this 
bill, living within my Congressional district, and 
he is over ninety years of age. In early life, fifty 
years ago, nearly every dollar of his property was | 
sacrificed on these claims. He has lived on the 
hope that the justice of his country would some | 
day or other reach him. Well, sir, he is willing 
now to take just what the Government will give 
him. If he cannot get the whole of his claim, he 
is willing to take his proportion of the five mil- 
lions of dollars which this bill grants. | think itis 
@ poor argument to say that we should refuse to 
pay anything because the claimants do not ask the 
full amount of their claims. 
like my friend on my left, [Mr. Foore,] I should 
perhaps be inclined to suggest a line which was 
used with reference to the Trojan horse, which | 
believe was this: ‘* Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.”’ 

I mistrusi the object of this apres! of the Senator 
from Arkansas considerably, because I think, as 
I look at it, that if he were put upon his voire dire, 
and required to say whether he would be willing 
to pay the amount stated in the bill, or all that 
may be claimed, he would certainly prefer to adopt 
the amount named in the bill. But if we pay this 
amount now, that does not preclude us from the 
privilege of paying more by and by; and if it shall 
turn out hereafter that the conscience of the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas is troubled in that behalf, he 
will be at liberty to vote for an additional amount. 
But I presume the friends of the measure do not 
consider the matter in the light represented by the 
Senator from Arkansas. They look upon it as 
being but an act of tardy justice, and they hope it 
will not now be denied, because in their penury 
and oid age the claimants have not now asked for 
a great deal more. 

Mr. BORLAND. In reply to the Senator from 
New Hampshire, I will say that I offer this amend- 
ment in no spirit of magnanimity. 
ing of the sort. I offer it upon the 
tion that it seems to me it is founded 


ain proposi- 
in justice. I 


said yesterday, and I say again, that I do not be- 
heve the United States owe a dollar of this money, 


or cught to pay one dollar. But I say that those 
who claim that we do owe it, cannot, according to 
my sense of right, refuse to pay the whole amount 
which may be found to be due. I have offered 
this amendment for the urpose of bringing the 
Senate to a test vote on this question, and to de- 
clare in passing this act whether it is passed as an 
act of justice or as agratuity. I think it is due to 
the Senate, to the country, and to the claimants 
that the declaration should be made in plain, 
straightforward terms, so that the whole country 
may know whether we pay it as a debt and let the 
Senate be justified on that ground. If we do not 
pay it as a debt, I contend that we are not justified 
in giving this sum of $5,000,000 as a gratuity, or 
any other amount whatever. I state plainly that 
my proposition is no indirect mode of reaching 
what the Senator from New Hampshire supposes 
will give a test, but to bring the friends of the 
measure, and those who say it is a debt to a test, 
to say by their votes whether it is a debt ora 

ratuity. I know that a distinction ought to be 
icawe here on this subject. 

The Senator has now intimated what I sus- 
pected all along to be the intention of the friends 
of the bill. I did not say that I suspected what I 
now think I have authority for saying that I do 
suspect. The Senator from New Hampshire has 
said, in behalf of the friends of this bill, that this 
five millions is simply an entering wedge. It is 
to establish the principle of the bill, and hereafter 
it is intended to come and ask for more. I have 
suspected that to be the object all along, but I 
would not make that charge until the Senator, as 
a friend of the bill, has now avowed it. I am 
giad that he has done so, and I wish the country 
to se? that this is not to be considered as the pay- 
ment of the whole amount due, but it is to be con- 
sidered ag a mere entering wedge, to get Congress 
to admit the claims, and bind them hereafter to 
pay whatever may be found to be due. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, the re- | 
marks of the Senator from Arkansas are founded 


If 1 could quote Latin || to-day, as some Senator did yesterday, that this 


I claim noth- | 


| 


be bound in equity to pay in full the amount of 


the losses by claims against France. This is not 
a correct position. Our Government would only 


| be bound to pay, according to this bill, all the 


claims against France at the time their release 
was procured. The Government is an agent for 


the claimants in the prosecution of the claims, and | 
| has undertaken the 


rosecution of the claims and 


| the satisfaction of them; and she does this by off- 
| setting them against claims which France had, 


which were indefinite in their character. OW, 
| this Government is the judge of the consideration, 
| and is only bound to pay the value of the claims | 


Now, 


| at the time the judgment was given, and that can- 
| not be the full amount of the claims. 


Again: the Senator from Arkansas has remarked 


|is to be an entering wedge to open the way for 


| further claims upon the Government. 
| ate to that fact—provides against that. 


| be in full discharge of all claims.’ 


The bill 
itself—and 1 wish to call the attention of the Sen- 


declares that ** the sum herein any er shall 
The bill pro- 


| vides for a certain class of cases, and on the pre- 
| sentation of any claim or memorial for adjustment 


| Unites 
| any further compensation. 
There is, then, nothing in the argument that | 


and adjudication, a release shall be taken, and the 
States shall be discharged from making 


there are to be further payments. The petitioners 


| themselves are content to take this; sir, they are 


content with the adjudication of the Government, 


| and that is the full amount which they can collect. | 
It will, therefore, lead to no further claims upon 


the Government. 

Mr. HALE. I simply want to put myself right, 
Mr. President—no, sir, I am es now; I want 
to put the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Bor- 
LAND] right on this subject. If the Senator from 


| Arkansas supposed that I said the friends of 


| this bill would hereafter move for the payment of 


a larger sum than is proposed in this bill, I most 
positively disclaim having said any such thing. 


_ I said the petitioners were ready to take this pro- 


pests amount in full satisfaction of their claims; 


nut I did suggest, that if the tender conscience | 
| of the Senator from Arkansas should be 


on account of the smallness of the amount, and he 


| wanted to do more ample justice, it would always 


| compromise. 


be in his power to make a motion. But, as one 
of the humble friends of the bill, I entirely dis- 
claim any such intention. I said I believed the 


| petitioners would be satisfied, and perfectly satis- 


fied; and, to adopt the beautiful language used 
here on another occasion, I will say that I believe 
they will be ‘more than satisfied—they will be 
gratified,”? with the pittance which Government 


| gives them. 


Mr. FOOTE. I eannot vote for this amend- 
ment, Mr. President, because I conceive that the 


| question involved in this bill is one of great com- 
| plexity and difficulty, and is just such a question 


as we should take for the basis of an honorable 
I understand this bill to be a propo- 
sition of compromise; and, so considering it, | am 
not willing to mar its beauty. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BORLAND. LI accept the explanation of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire; and 
[ will say that if he had no intention of making 


| the suggestion that I attributed to him, of course 


| I take it all back. 


But I apprehend his remark 
was understood as I stated it before, and I think 


| when reported it will be understood in that way, 


and that it will offer a very significant suggestion 


| to the claimants themselves. 


One word in response to the Senator from Maine, 


| (Mr. Brapsury,] who says that the bill not only 
| limits the amount to be paid, but declares that the 
payment shall be in full satisfaction of all claims, 


| and that no claims can be hereafter made. 


Now. 


IT r it to the Senator from Maine, and to the 
- 


10le Senate, if any such declaration or such bill 


| can preclude any claimant from coming forward 


and getting another bill passed. 


I suppose the 


annals of legislation may furnish innumerable in- | 


| stances where claims have been prosecuted and 
| paid in part, and afterwards additional claims have 
| come in again and again, until five times the ori- 
| ginal amount has been paid. There have been many 


on an erroneous view of the subject—a view || 


which is not confined, as I have reason to believe, | 
to that Senator alone. It assumes that if this 
Government is bound to pay anything, it would 


cases of this kind. 
curred within a very short time, and I think I can 
easily cite more. 

The Senator from New Hampshire says that 


' the bill is to be passed for the benefit of individuals. 


The bill | 


troubled | 


I know of one which has oc- | 
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But after the first claims are paid, further investj- 
gation will show that more is due, and still more 
session after session. This Congress cannot bind 
any future Congress on this subject. It can close 
no door against claims. The giving of five mil- 
lions or any other sum recognizes the debt as just, 
and imposes on the Government, so far as its ac- 
tion can be controlled by any action of this sort, 
an obligation to py the full amount. With regard 
to its being a bill of scompromise, as the Senator 
from Mississippi calls it, who makes the compro- 
mise? ‘That is simply a declaration, an arbitrary 
declaration. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator did not un- 
derstand me as saying that the bill was a com- 
promise at the present time; but it is a measure 
which will become a compromise if adopted. The 
Senator was also mistaken if he judged from an 
remark of mine that I intended to vote for the bill, 
I do not intend to war upon the bill by means as 
unfair and illiberal, if the Senator will allow me 
to say it, as I deem this amendment would be. | 
wish to meet it in open warfare; and when I vote 
against the bill, 1 shall do it with considerable re- 

luctance, which reluctance arises from the fact 
\| that it seems to be still a matter of much doubt, 
| and because I regard the evidence as rather pre- 
|| ponderating against the measure. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Missis- 
' sippi, I am confident, said that this bill was in the 
|| natare of a compromise. What he meant by the 
| remark he knows best himself, and he has ex- 
plained his meaning. I go on the principle that 
we have no right to compromise; that we, as 
‘the Senate of the United States, have no right 
to go into any chaffering bargain; that we have no 
| right to declare ourselves bankrupt as a Govern- 
| ment, and say we can only pay so much money 
| on the dollar. I hold that this is not fair legisla- 
tion. Weare called on to say whether we will 
pay this just debt in full, or only what can be es- 
tablished on proper testimony. I wish to be un- 
| derstood, that this amendment is offered in no 
|| eaptious a nor to do injustice to any one, but 
| simply to hold the Government to perform its le- 
|| gal obligations. 
Mr. FOOTE. The Senator is certainly wrong 
‘| in supposing that tkis bill, in any respect, recog- 
nizes this asadebt. If he is right in the suppo- 
|| sition that this is a debt, we are bound to pay it. 
| I suppose it to be a claim of a somewhat dubious 
| character, and subject to legitimate dispute upon 
| one side or the other, and plausible argumentation 
on both sides. In such a case, it is wrong to call 
| ita debt, eo nomine. It was a claim, a plausible 
| claim, an equitable claim, I think, against the 

French Government formerly; but at the present 

time, in my judgment, not a legal, valid, and 
| binding claim against the United States Govern- 

ment, upon the principles of international law. I 

say again, that with great sympathy for the claim- 

ants, I shall be compelled, with great reluctance, 
| to vote against the measure. But I shall not vote 
for the amendment, upon the ground I have al- 
ready stated—that, although it may be fairly and 
liberally intended, I do not think it will so oper- 
‘ate. I think we have a right to adopt the bill, if 
we choose, in its present form. It is in the form 
| of a proposition of compromise upon claims con- 
sidered as doubtful. There is nothing unconsti- 

tutional in the bill, if it should become a law. I 
| do not understand the honorable Senator’s lan- 
|, guage when he undertakes to say we have no right 
to pass such a bill. If we have authority to pass 
|| the bill—if we have legislative power to pass it— 
|| we have a right to adopt this proposition of com- 
promise; and it would not be dishonorable at all 


i 
|| to do it, if this is a question of doubt; and even if 
j the evidence were equiponderant, I should say we 
‘| were bound to vote in favor of the measure. But 
|| upon an examination of the subject in its various 
1 bearings, having come to the conclusion that the 
|| evidence is too feeble to sustain the claim, I shall 
'| not vote for it. At the same time I shall make no 
war against the measure in the mode proposed. 
| I wish to meet it in a fair and open fight; and I 
|| will adopt no indirect means of imparting odium 
| to the proposition for the purpose of securing its 
defeat. 

Mr. BORLAND. I am sorry to trouble the 
| Senate any further, but I wish to say one word 
in answer to the Senator from Mississippi. I did 
not say that the passage ef this bill would be, in 
my opinion, uaconstitutional. I said it was not 





i te ed 





1851. | 


in my judgment proper and legitimate legislation; 
and I say so because | think it is wrong. There | 
are many things about which the Constitution 
says nothing, which it neither allows nor pro- 
hibits, but which it may be wrong nevertheless to | 
pass. But I hold it is not proper to pass a bill to 
give away money for any purpose not fair and || 


equitable. : , i 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, it only results | 
that I misunderstood what I deemed very plain 
phraseology, coming from the a? of the honor- 
able Senator from Arkansas. e certainly did || 
say, according to my recollection, that we had no || 
right to adopt this bill as a proposition of compro- || 
mise. Now, to my plain understanding, that 
means that we have no authority, if it means any- | 
thing. And if it means we have no authority, it 
must mean that we have no authority because, 
under the Constitution, from which we derive all 
our power, we have no constitutional authority to 
pass such a measure. That is the way I under- 
stood the honorable Senator. It seems that I did 
not understand him correctly, and that that was 
not his meaning. He meant that it was improper 
in itself; and if he had said so at first, I certainly | 
should not have been under the necessity of ma- || 
king my remarks upon it. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question recurs, shall 
the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading ? 

Mr. HUNTER. On that question I ask the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted 
as follows: 


ry . . ' 

YEAS—Meessrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Bradbury, | 
Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, | 
Dayton, Downs, Ewing, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, 


Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, 
and Winthrop—3v. 

NAY S—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berton, Borland, But- || 
ler, Cass, Chase, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, || 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of fowa, Douglas, Felch, 


Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, Shields, Smith, | P 


Foote, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Norris, Rhett, Rusk, 
Turney, Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—26. | 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business, | 
and after some time the doors were reopened and | 
the Senate adjourned. 





The following paragraphs formed a part of | 
Tuesday ’s Senate proceedings, but by an accident | 
were omitted in their proper place: 

COMPENSATION TO POST OFFICE CLERKS. | 

Mr. MANGUM. A petition has been put into 
my hands this morning, of which I Gedertiegn 
that a copy has already been presented to the 
Senate. But as there are some papers accompa- | 
nying the petition which has been intrusted to me 
which I desire to have referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, I wish to present 
the whole together. It is a petition from the clerks | 
and subordinate officers in the post office at Balti- 
more, praying an increase of compensation, and 
it modestly, succinctly, and clearly sets forth its 
object, and shows most conclusively that these 
officers are more unequally compensated than any | 
other officers of a similar grade in the public ser- 
vice. 
postmasters I know of, who has reduced his force | 
to the very lowest minimum, and the compensa- 
ton given to them is the smallest paid to any offi- 
cers of asimilar grade. There is one matter con- 
nected with this subject which I understand, upon 
consultation wath ihe Senator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Peance,] has been referred to the Commit- | 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. I ask that 
this may have the same reference. 

The petition was so referred. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have a memorial, from the 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, in which 
they set forth that Congress has set apart the 
original bequest of $515,000, and deposited it in | 
the Treasury as a perpetual fund for the support 
of that institution; and that the sum of $242,000 
of interest which had accrued on that fund was 
paid to the Regents in Treasury notes for the 
purpose of erecting a building. ~The memorial 
further states that a system of finance has been | 





They are under the lead of one of the best || 


THE 
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| increasing the perpetual endowment of the insti- | 
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the Regents which will enable them to 238. A bill for the relief of Major E. H. Fitz- 


erect the Seidler without disposing of the whole || gerald; 


of this sum of $242,000. They have now at their 
disposition $150,000 in money, and they wish 
Congress to take that sum, and some other funds 
which they expect to receive, and place them 
in the Treasury with the original bequest, thus 


tution to about the sum of $700,000. I move the 


| reference of the memorial to the Committee on 
| Finance. 


The memorial was so referred. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 24, 1851. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. The Jour- 
nal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
private calendar, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union on the spe- 
cial order—the deficiency bill. 

Mr. THOMAS expressed the hope that the 
House would not agree to the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr Bay y,] as this was 
objection day, and that a great many private bills 
could be disposed of to which there was no ob- 





|| jection. 


Mr. STANLY asked the Speaker whether this | 


was not the day under the rule for the considera- 
tion of private bills to which there was no objec- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER said that it was the fourth 
Friday, and what was termed objection day under 
the 30th rule, which provides that the bills to the 
assage of which no objection shall be made shail 
e first considered and disposed of. 

Mr. MASON inquired whether it was not after 
the morning hour that that rule applied? 

The SPEAKER said that there was no morning 
hour to-day. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether there were 


| not private bills on the Speaker’s table to be dis- 


posed of? 

The SPEAKER said that there were private 
bills on his table which might be disposed of before 
going into committee, if there was no objection. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired wheth- 
er, if the House did not go into committee on the 
private calendar to-day, there would be more than 
one other objection day this session? 

The SPEAKER replied that the rule provided 
that the first and fourth Fridays in each month 
were objection days; and that the gentleman could 
calculate for himself. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayty, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whele on the state of the Union 
on the special order, and decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Dante and agreed to; and 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Orns in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 
bills on the private calendar. 

The following House bills were severally con- 


| sidered, and ordered to be laid aside to be reported 


te the House: 

198. A bill for the relief of the heirs-at-law of 
Colonel David Hopkins; 

200. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Semoice, 
a friendly Creek Indian; 

201. A bill further to amend an act approved the 
2d of July, 1836, for the relief of Samuel Smith, 
Linn McGhee, and Semoice, Creek Indians; and 
also an act passed the 2d July, 1836, for the relief 
of Susan Marlow; 


202. A bill to amend and act entitled ** An act | 


for the relief of Frederick Durrive,”’ approved Au- 
gust 14, 1848; 
206. A bill for the relief of Willam Hankins; 
207. A bill for the relief of Alden and Williams; 
211. A bill for the relief of Gustavus A. De 
Russey, late an acting purser in the Nav 


} 


| ment of the accounts of Jo 


245. A bill for the relief of Jasper A. Maltby; 
247. A bill for the relief of Dunning R. McNair; 
12. A joint resolution providing for an adjust- 
Ee D. Colmesnil, Presi- 
dent of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail Line Com- 
pany; 
248. A bill for the relief of Josiah P. Pilcher; 
258. A bill for the relief of the Virginia Woolen 
Company; 
260 A bill for the relief of the securities of 


| Robert S. Moore, deceased; 


} 


262. 


A bill for the relief of Eli Darling; 
268. 


A bill for the relief of James F. Green; 


271. A bill for the relief of George C. Thomas; 
276. A bill for the relief of William B. Ed- 


| wards; 


281. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


| tives of Robert S. Burroughs and Stephen Hop- 


kins; 

284. A bill for the relief of Isaac Cook and 
others; 

285. A bill for the relief of Malvina Cruzat, 
widow of Manuei Cruzat, late Navy agent at New 
Orleans; a 

286. A bill for the relief of Child, Farr & Co., 
of St. Louig, in the State of Missouri; 

287. A bill for the compensation of James W. 


| Low and others, for the capture of the British 
| private armed schooner Ann, during the late war 


| widow of Pearson Freeman. 
| Conaer, so amended as to provide that the pen- 


with Great Britain. 

The following bills coming up in their order on 
the calendar, were considered, amended as indi 
cated below, and ordered to be reported to the 
House as amended: 

221. A bill for the relief of Rebecca Freeman, 
{On motion by Mr. 


sion shall commence in 1850 instead of 1847.] 
929. A bill for the relief of Thomas Flanagan. 
{On motion by Mr. Cuanpier, so amended as to 
provide that the pension shall commence on the 
Ist TeOrRy 1850, instead of Ist July, 1847.} 
223. A bill for the relief of Jonas D. Platt. 
{On motion by Mr. Concer, so amended that the 
pension shall commence on the Ist January, 1850. ] 
225. A bill for the relief of William Gove. 
[On motion by Mr. Coneer, so amended as to 


| strike out 1844, and insert 1850.] 


226. A bill granting a pension to Benjamin 
Cressey. [On motion by Mr. Concer, so amended 
as to provide that the pension shall commence Ist 
January, 1850. 

227. A bill for the relief of Lot Davis. [On 
motion by Mr. Conger, so amended as to insert 
1850, in heu of 1843. ] 

231. A bill for the relief of Alanson Pool. [On 
motion by Mr. Concer, so amended as to strike 


| from the bill the second section, which provides 


that the Secretary of the Interior shall issue to 
said Pool a land warrant as bounty land, to which 


| he would have been entitled if he had been regu- 
larly discharged at the expiration of his term of 


913° A bill for the relief of Edmund L. Du | 


ITy; 
215. A bill for the relief of Mary Kirby Smith; 
219. A bill for the relief of JoMf Morrison; 
220. A bill for the relief of Adam Garlock; 


228. A bill granting a pension to Asel Wilkin- 


son, 


service. 

233. A bill for the relief of Fielding G. Brown. 
{On motion by Mr. Conger, so amended as to 
wrovide that the pension shall commence in 1850, 
instead of 1836. } 

936. A bill for the relief of Charles S. Mathews, 
Charles Wood, and James Hall. [On motion by 
Mr. Tuomas, so amended as to reduce the amount 
of appropriation from $12,500 to $1 cel 

265. A bill for the relief of Isaac Cobb. [On 
motion by Mr. Conger, so amended as to provide 
that the pension shall commence on the Ist Janu- 
ary, 1850, instead of July, ares 

566. A bill for the relief of Martha Dameron. 
[On motion by Mr. Concer, so amended as to 
provide that the pension shall commence on the 
lst January, 1850, instead of March 4, 1843,] 

267. A bill for the relief of William Lynch. 
[On motion by Mr. Concer, so amended that the 
pension shall commence in 1850 instead of 1848.] 

969. A bill for the relief of James Mains. [On 
motion by Mr. Concer, so amended as to pro- 
| vide that the pension shall commence in 1850, in- 
stead of 1846. | 

270. A bill for the relief of Isaac Downs. [On 
| motion by Mr. Concgr, so amended asto provide 
that the pension shall commence in 1850, inetead 
| of gy | 

273. bill for the relief of Gardner Herring. 
[On motion by Mr. Concer, s0 amended as to 





perme 


320 


a ee 
substitute “ Secretary of the Ititerior” for “Becre- [iene ognatabior cal tds 1 | perrrons. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


|| action on the several bills which had been consid- | 


mp erage aes 


tary of War,”’ and to substitute “ Ist January, 
1850,” for “ 23d January, 1845.”"] 

275. A bill for the relief of Sylvanus Blodgett. 
{On motion by Mr. Concer, so amended as to 
substitute ** Secretary of the Interior” for * Secre- 


tary of War,” and the “ Ist January, 1850,” for | 


‘7th January, 1846. "} 
283. A bill for the relief of the administrators of 
- Oliver Lee, deceased. [On motion by Mr.'THomas, 
so amended as to provide that the payment of the 


interest shall commence from the 28th August, | 


1844.) 
The following bills coming up in their order on 


were laid aside, under the rule, for future consid- 
eration: 
193. A bill for the relief of the grandchildren of 


Major General Baron De Kalb. {Objected to by 


Mr. re 

194, A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Samuel Ransom, an officer of the revolutionary 
war, killed at the battle of Wyoming. [Objected 
to by Mr. Jones.] 

195. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Savage. [Objected to by Mr. Mittson.] 


196. A bill for the relief of Stephen Colwell, of | 


the city of Philadelphia, administrator with the 
will anifexed of William ‘T’. Smith, deceased, late 
of said city, merchant, in behalf of the distributees 
to said estate. [Objected to by Mr. Tuomas.] 


197. A bill for the relief of Ezra Chapman. |) 


[Objected to by Mr. Mitusow.] 

199. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dennis 
Purcell. [Objected to by Mr. Concer.}j 

204. A bill for the relief of B. M. Bouton, 
Harriet F. Fisher, and George Wright. 
jected to by Mr. Gippives.] 

210. A 
Warrington, and others. 
Tuomas. 


[Objected to by Mr. 


212. A bill for the relief of David Myerle, ‘| 


[Objected to by Mr. Dantet.] 

218. A bill granting a pension to Alice Mark- 
land. {Objected to by Mr. yee 

229, A bill for the relief of James W. Wilkins. 
[Objected to by Mr. Tuomas. ] 

230. A bill for the relief of Mary W. Thomp- 
son. [Objected to by Mr. Dunnam.) 


232. A bill for the relief of Hamilton Carroll. | 


[Objected to by Mr. Concer.] 

237. A bill for the relief of George Armstrong. 
[Objected to by Mr. Hunter.] 

240. A bill for the relief of William Kilgore. 
[Objected to by Mr. Hunrer.] 


941. A bill for the relief of Thomas Crown. 


{Objected to by Mr. Hunrer.] 

2. A bill for the relief of John Ozias. 
jected to by Mr. Green. } 

249. A resolution to pay Charles J. Ingersoll 
the same per diem pay and mileage that is allowed 
to members, from the commencement of the 
Twenty-sixth Congress to the 15th January, 1840. 
[Objected to by Mr. Hatt, who subsequently 
desired to withdraw the objection, but was not 
permitted. 

251. A 
the Independent Orde of Odd-Fellows, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. [Objected to by Mr. Jones.]} 

259. A bill for the relief of William Speiden. 
[Objected to by Mr. Tuomas. ] 

264. A bill for the relief of Rebecca Winn. 
[Objected to by Mr, Tuomas.) 

8. A joint resolution for the relief of John Ho- 
gan. ones to by Mr. Dawntet.] 

274. A bill for the relief of Emily Stone. 
jected to by Mr. MceGavucuer. 

277. A bill for the relief of Maurice K. Simons. 
[Objected to by Mr. Carrrer.] 

278. A bill for the extension of the privilege 
secured by letters-patent therein mentioned to 
Zebulon Parker and Austin Parker. [Objected to 
by Mr, Conerr.} 

282. A bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of John H. Piatt, deceased. [Objected to.] 

Mr. MORRIS moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bills which had been acted upon. 

Mr. WENTWORTH expressed the hope that 
the committee would not rise until the calendar 
had been gone through with. 

The question was put and agreed to; and 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 


[Ob- 


Committee of the Whole [Mr. Oxps] reported the | 


| read the third time and 


(Ob- || 


bill for the relief of mo Lewis 


[Ob- 


\| ble. g 
! On motion by Mr. KERR, the committee hav- 
| ing charge of the subject was discharged from the 
| further consideration of the claim of John Bell, de- 
| ceased, and leave was granted to withdraw the 
| papers in the case. 


ered. 


The bills reported from the committee without 
| amendment were several] 


| ed to as indicated below, lie over under the rule, 
and take their place upon the Speaker’s table for 


|, future consideration: 
| 198. A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of | 
| Colonel David Hopkins. 


213. A bill for the relief of Edmund L. DuBar- || low, (a 
|| to furnish beef for the use of the United States Navy. 


ry. (Objected to by Mr. THomas.] 


12. Joint resolution providing for the adjust- | 
| ment of the accounts of John D. Colmesnil, Presi- 
the calendar, being objected to as indicated below, || 


dent of the Ohio and Mississippi Mail Line Com- 


pany. 
amendment was made to the resolution fixing the 
amount of money to be paid under it. 


the Treasury the duty of fixing the amount. ] 


The following bills, reported from the Commit- || 
of the Whole with amendments, coming up in or- | ¢ } ry b 
| improvement, being a cogwing or dowilling instrument. 


der, the amendments were severally concurred 
in, and the bills, after having been engrossed, were 
vassed: 

939. A bill for the relief of Manoah D. Robin- 
son; 

231. A bill for the relief of Alanson Pool; 

233. A bill for the relief of Fielding G. Brown; 


| and 


283. A bill for the relief of the administrators of 
Oliver Lee, deceased. 

The consideration of the other bills reported 
from the Committee of the Whole with amend- 
ments, being objected to, they lie over under the 
rule, and take their place upon the Speaker’s ta- 
ble. 


Senate bill, entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of Char- 

| lotte Lynch,’’ lying upon the Speaker’s table, came 

| up in order for babel 

| Mr. Marswatt, to lay on the table the motion of 
Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee, to reconsider the vote | 


eration. Upon a motion of 


by which the Committee of the Whole was dis- 


Whole at the last session, coming up in order for 


| consideration, were severally read the third time | 
| and passed: 


182. A bill for the relief of Andrew Smith; 
92. A bill for the relief of Sayles J. Bowen; 
101. A bill for the relief of C. H, Pix; 


104. A bill for the relief of Robert Davidson; | 


and 


The bill (91) for the relief of A. Baudouin and | 


A. D. Roberts, of the city of New Orleans, com- 


ing up in order on the question of its engrossment; | 


Mr. THOMAS objected to its consideration, 
consequently it lies over, under the rule, as busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod, having 
been reported from the Committee of the Whole 


with a recommendation that it do not pass, came 


. . ‘up i oY CORSI ion; 
bin to incorporate the Grand Lodge of | UPI? order for consideration; when 


Mr. THOMAS, witha view of giving the friends 


_ of the bill an opportunity to be heard in its defence, | 
objected to its consideration to-day. 


The bill (No 98) for the relief of William J. 


|| Price, came up in order on the question of its en- | 


grossment; when, 


On motion by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, it was | 
|} amended by striking out the following words: 


‘*and after his death transferred by his widow and 
heirs at law to the said William Price.”’ 
The bill then, according to order, having been 
| cagrossed, was read the third time and passed. 
“Mr. WENTWORTH moved the reconsidera- 


tion of the vote by which the several bills were | 


assed to-day, and to lay that motion on the ta- 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


n motion by Mr. MARSHALL, leave was 


|| granted to withdraw from the files of the House 
case of Messrs. Fitzgerald and || 


the papers in ¢ 


| others, for the purpose of presentation to the 
| proper Department. 


On motion, the House then adjourned. 


| under the rule, and referred to appropriate 


read the third time and | 
| passed, except the following, which being object- | 


|| others, praying the establishment of a new land o 


[Mr. McGaveuey objected, unless an | 


He was | 
opposed to devolving on the accounting officers of | 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were Presented 
committees ; 
By Mr. BROWN, of Ceeaneinpis The petition of the 
register and receiver at Augusta, Mississippi i 
some additional compensation. , OP'y Praying fer 


Also, the memorial of Jesse Warren and E. Safford, and 


flice 
Monticello. s 


Also, the memorial of James D. Caulfield and 70 o 
for a mail route from Liberty, Mississippi, to Natchez. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Daniel Wins. 
low, (and accompanying papers,) for relief from a contract 


thers, 


By Mr. CALVIN: Four petitions asking for a modifica. 
tion of the tariff of 1846—one fram Joseph Higgins and 29 
others, citizens of Blair county, Pennsylvania; one from 
Jonah Dawling, Jacob Curl, and 16 others of the same coun- 
ty; one from Major Wm. B. Zeigler and 11 others of 
Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania; and one from General 
8S. Mills Green and 31 others, citizens of the same county. 

By Mr. DISNEY: Six memorials from certain citizens 
of Cincinnati, asking for a removal of the impediments to 
a free navigation around the falls of the Ohio. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Wij- 
liam P. Bowling, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered the Government in ship building, by hisinvention and 


By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of 78 
citizens of Millport, Chemung county, New York, praying 
that Joseph C. Stott, postmaster at that place, and his sure- 
ties, be released from the payment of a sum of money be- 
longing to the Post Office Department, which was destroyed 
by fire in November last. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition from citizens of Phila- 
delphia, asking an amendment of the bounty land act of 
September 28, 1850, so as to give not less than one hundred 
and sixty acres to the persons to be benefited by said act. 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of John Edgecomb and 
Win. Davis, for the benefit of the bounty land act, passed 
September 28, 1850. 

Also, the petition of John Edgecomb, for remuneration 
for loss of clothes and property occasioned by the voluntary 
destruction of the U. S. ship Adams in 1814, 

By Mr. BRUOKS: The memorial of citizens of New 
York for the improvement of Richmond’s Island Harbor, 
adjacent to Cape Elizabeth, on the coast of Maine. 


IN SENATE. 


Frivay, January 24, 1851. 
|| The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 


; : : ; i 4 . icati 3 
charged from the further consideration of the said |) body a communication from the Secretary of the 


| bill, objection being made to its consideration to- 
| day, it resumes its place upon the Speaker’s table. | 


The following engrossed bills upon the Speak- | 
_er’s table, reported from the Committee of the | 


| Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with a res- 
|| olution of the Senate, a statement of the amount 


standing to the credit of the Treasurer of the Uni- 

ted States at the different depositories at the close 

of the last fiscal year; which was read and ordered 

|| to be printed. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

| Mr. DICKINSON presented two memorials 

| from inventors and others of the city of New York, 

| interested in patents, asking that the bill for the 

|; amendment of the patent laws now before the 

| Senate may becomea law; which were ordered to 

|| lie on the table. 

| Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of clerks 

| in the post office at Wheeling, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, setting forth the inadequacy of their salaries, 
and asking an increase of compensation, so as to 
place them on an equal footing with the other offi- 
cers of the Government. 

‘(| Also, a memorial ftom C. Stoddart and his as- 

|| sociates, asking that a contract may be entered into 

| with them to carry the mail in steamers from Nor- 
folk to Gibraltar, touching at certain ports in the 
Mediterranean; which was referred to the Com- 
mitte on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the me- 
morial of John A. Dix and John A. Bolles, sure- 
ties of the late Paymaster, R. S. Dix, asking that 
certain credits may be allowed in the settlement of 

|| the accounts of said Dix; which was referred to 
'| the Committee on Military Affairs. 

| Mr. SHIELDS presented resolutions of the 
| Legislature of the State pf Illinois, in favor of the 
|| establishment of a mail route from New Harmony, 
|| Indiana, to Chester, in Illinois; which was referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

|| Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial from pub- 
| lishers of periodicals in the city of New York, 
| asking a reduction of postage on the same; which 
'| was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
' and Post Roads. 

| Also, a petition from citizens of Yates county, 
| New York, asking that newspapers may be ex- 
|| empted from postage within thirty miles of the place 
| of publication; which was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

| Also, preserited a memorial from inventors and 
others interested in patents, asking that the bill 
|| now before Congress for the amendment of the 
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